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SER ABLE ESTATE OF ALL 
Men by reaſon of Sinne and Corruption, 
being Strangers from God, and in bondage 
ynto Sinne and Sathan. 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


I 


meanes to be delivered from both, by 


Prayer, Faith, Feare, Repentance, and 
holinefle of life. 


AS ALSO 
The place, the matter,the way, the man. 


ner, the ende, and time of ſeeking the Lord, 
are in their due Places propounded. 
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R. PxzzsroO N, Preacher of Gods Word. 


Seeke the Lord while hee may be found. 
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Exchange, 163 3. 
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By HAUT ae 97> 


WORSH 


R. ÞP. witheth 


IPFVLL 


Sc FRANC1S STANTON Knight, 


to his preſenc 


proſpericie the addition of 
' many dayes in the fruit- 
full feere of the 
Lord leſus,&C. 
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J Tebt worſhipful, 


| Thcdle two follows 


dQ {| ing Sermons, being 
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preached before an 


24 | honored aſſemblie 


whereto I was a. 


—— ſtranger, I could 
not conueniently dedicate them to any 
Pagan; or particular 


A 2 _ Igno- | 


partic thereof, leaſt 
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"The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


|ofknowledge and acquainrance ſhould 


; [broad vnder your name: becauſe (as Iam 
conſcious of your pious practiſes, ſo )1 
| haue and doc know -you a Patrone of 


Ignorance « of their conditions, and want 


accuſe me of preſumption,and too much 


|boldneſſe: The remembrance therefore {| 


of your ſelfe, of your countenance, and 


1c, emboldening | me to ſend them a- 


Religion, and godlinefle, eſteeming it 
your greateſt gaine to know Chrilt Te- 
ſus, and to be found in him. 

In theſe Sermons you ſhall find boring 
ſauouring of AfeQtation,or inclining vn- 


heart-roote in Iefus Chriſt doe I defire 


and corruption layd open, viz; tat he is a 


Common- wealth of {{raell, aloſtſheepe; 


fauour towards me became a ſudden ob- 


to oſtentation, -but rather affe&tion to | 
the ſoules of the Flocke, for from. the | 


their ſalvation. The fubic& of them is, | 
The godly Mans Inquiftti tim, Whereitr you | 
| (half ſee the eitateof man by reaſon of ſin } 


ſtranger tothe Lord, a vagrant from the | 
in bondage vnto ſinne and Sathan, with-. | 


out Chriſt, a child of wrath, 01 prodigall, | 


QC. 
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ſent day, leaſt the ouer-paſling of it 
through negligence,keepe them eternal- 
ly from it, and ſo bringthem. into cuerla- 


Guents, Which I haue preſumed as ſhad- 
dowed with your allowanceto publiſh. 
Beyou pleaſed to accept it, be no ſeuere 


ST 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


&c. And becauſeto looſe the faucur and 
countenance of God, 15 of all conditions 
che moſt miſerable, a vaſſallage without 
exception, I haue 1n the ſecond place ſer 
downe the meanes how to get our, 
which 1s diligent ſeeking of the [ord in 
prayer, faith, feare, repentance, holineſlc 
of iife. Wherein allo, that the dutie may 
be the more {ct forward, the place, the 
matter,the way,the manner,the meaſure, 
theend and time of ſecking are in their 
due places propounded. And whereas 
there be certaine times when the Lord: 


——————_— 


will ſpectally be found,andcertaine times 
when he will notbe found, Lhaue in the! 


laſt place lad downe both, exhorting all 
[men in the concluſion, to take the pre- 


fling ſeparation from the preſence of 
God..This1s an Abbreuiation of the ſe- 


| 


examincr, buta mild pervſer, and alſo a! 
.A-3 praQti-\ 


* et — A — — 


practiſer of the continents, and ler aftec- 


|to humble my ſelfe to others view, that| 


i Mount, when the horne of (aluation 


{pardon for my boldnefle, and the conti- 
[nuance of your fauour, leauing theſe Ser-| 
|mons toyourvſeand practiſe, and your 
[felfero the Lord;in whom I reſt ever 


The Epiſtle Dedicatry 


n0n to the matter, ſomewhat mediate 
with your wudgement to cenſure not as 
you ſee, but as [ meane. Iconfeſſeotmy 
felfe, chatt am vnable to carry-the leaſt 
{ticketo the Altar, and vaworthie of all 
others to preſcribe either dyet or direCti- 
on to any, that hath but toucned the hem 
| of Chriſts garment, yetam I not athamed: 


by the mercie ſeene on me, who haue! 
beene thus farre led into. the ſecrets of 
God, they may be likewiſe encouraged 
to prefſe within the border . of the 


{hall be blowne. As I am I-craue your 


bound vnto you m all 
Dffog een. ci fin, humble obſeruance, ' 
SEL ow fo no Ae ms 2 <3 + | 
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| ESAlan 55. 6. 
Seeke the Lord While be may be found. 


fR_—_—_—_—= He ſoundation of my 
=_—— | {pccch for this time 1s} 
| grounded on this ſhorr 
1] line, and few wores of 
| the Prophet Iſainh:and! 
they well reſemblethar: 
excellent conſiruure 
ofour- Saviovs, laid 
" downe in his Goſpel] 
by Mathew : Seeke firff the kingdome of God, &xc.' Mar, 6, zz. 
Where by firſt we vnderſtand, primarily; chiefly 
before all, and aboue all things: ſothar God,and' 
his kingdome of grace muſt be ſought principal. 
ly, and require the firſt-lings of all our labours:| © | 
For, as ail Obligations which runne indefinitely FO" Ss 
| withour limitation oftime (faith the Maximein| © © 
1 Law) are preſently duegſo we in the like-kinde 
ſtand bound ro God : Andalthough in this Text | 
: bs 
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{Ter. 35. 15. 


| Gal. 6, IO, 


Heb.3.7.135 
Toh. 12, 35. 
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Ia.8.1z. 


Coherence. 


Col. 2. 9» 


Tit. 3: 14- 


| is prefixed no certaine day, yer it tells vs that wee 


hote. The Traveller walkes while it is day ; and 


oem 
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The gody Mans Inquiſition. 


are ingaged to cucry day, and therefore all holy 
men vrge the preſent day, Tarne exery man now 
from his ew«ll way: Doe good while ye haue time. While 
it ts called to day,exhort one another.To day if you will, 
heare his voice: Walke in the light while you hae the 
light, e45. The Mariner failes while the gale. is 
fauourable. The Smith ftrikes while the Iron is 


the Lawyer cakes his time: viz.cuery tearme time: 
Now itisalwayes Tcarmc-time with Chriftians: 
this preſent day is our Tcarme, and (o.is cuery 
day:Ifthen we would have our cauſleto be heard, 
Chriſt to be our Aduocate, and God to giue ſen-| 
tence on our ſide, let-vs ſecke him diligently ;-and 
bertimes: ler vs carely in the morning ſanQihelic| 
Lord in our hearts, and make him our dr&ad:.” - | 

ThePropher having ſer downe in the former 
part ofthis Chapter, the ſufficiencie and effici- 
encie of Chriſt, without whom mg ri g15 auaile-| 
able co ſalvation (for-in him is che fulneſle of the 
God- head bodily) and likewiſe hauing deſcribed 
the calling ofthe Geanriles, and how rhey ſhould 
acknowledge Chrilt, and ſeeke the Lord ; Here in 
this verſe from the occaſion taken from the Gen- 
tiles heexhorts the Iewes roemulation : Secke the | 
Lord while he may be found; as it he had ſaid,ſceing 
the Gentiles are fo zcalous, and ſo much cnkind-| 
led to ſeatch the Lord,why ſhould you Tewes thar | 
arc the Lords peculiar pcople be frozen,and cold 
in this dutic ? Seeke the Lord, exc. 

In theſe words I will obſerue theſe three parti- 
culars : 
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| Thegady Mans Inquiſition. 


that purpoſe to giue vp their names to Chriſt 


quiſitions,til they be well ailured of his preſence. 
To ſeeke God in this place, ſignifierh many 
things, as to labour to be reconciled ro God in 
Chriſt, to turne to him by repentance, and hu= 


cording to his word, to inuocate his holy name, 
to pray vato him, to make profeſſion of his Reli- 
| gion, to embrace him the rruc /ehovah, and asthe 

onely God by a liucly faich, &c. T his large figni- 
fication of ſccking the Lord is notqnely thus 
meaat, and expounded here, bur elſeqwhere in 
Scripture. Ho. 3. 5. F/al. 24. 6.and 27,8. hile he 
may be found : Theſe words include the preſent 
| occaſion, and time of ſeeking, for according to 
thetime that God will be found, we are to ſeeke. 
Now if we ſecke according to certaine rules after 
preſcribed, he will be found preſently, and there- 
| fore we are to ſecke preſently. Now # the dcoepta- 
ble time, now is the day of Grace. Otherwiſe there 
isatime when the Lord will withdraw himſelfe, 
and will not be found, though we lecke carneſtly, 


=.» 
| culars: firſt, 2#id, ſecondly, quers, thirdly, quay- The int 

ao: for Ae ont is che of SAN ſeeke.. Ned this tation, a 
istaken from the courſe and praQile of men,who | 
having loſtany thingof moment and value, bez 
| [rake themſelnes to diligent enquire, and ſecking 


of the ſame,ncuer deſiſtingrill rhey finde;So they 


ſceke Goddiligently, neucr giving over their In- ! 


miliation of ſoule, ro worſhip and ſerue him ac- | 


| 


| 


2 Cor. 6, 3, 


and performe 1ighteouſneſſein leruſalem, and found | 
him not. In tew words, the meaning is this: O yee 
B Jewes 


—_— F4 A —_— 
—_— 


asthe Prophetdid for a Man to executeiudgement, te, ,, x. 


he 


—_—_— 


—_ 
mt... G_- 


—_ a 


— o________ww. i.e 


_— CC WY ih. P a 


- Wa Ea I pow 
EV Remned SHY. 


2 38! 


a ER IS —D<wIESEkS It Sous PETE on 0 m8 S 
Cy 
_ = Y 


as es Tam 2 < batons 
RBI TGA te ett TEC axe; S_ 


—  ww__ 

na neo ene nan; 
” 

. 4 

- 
=y 

- 

. 

. 


PTY 


Dotlt. 1, 
Sinne is the 
cauſe of the 


loſe of Gods 


fauour. 


| * Reaſon, 


ſions; you haue loſt the Lotds favoutand counces 


on, but ſerac, lceke, call vpon, and worſhip him: 


| through careleſneſle, then all your hopes are in 


on icy i nog wehuadocamarabhs ts I On, 
The godly- Mans-Inquiſttion. 


—— 


lewes byyour diſobedience and daily rranſgrelz 


nance; abuſed his gracious offers, delayinyprimac, | 
and proctaſtinating Repentance, and-you haue 
madevnto your {clues Idolls that are no Gods: | 
Now the Lord once againe offcreth himſeife in 
his metciesroyourview, negleA not the occalt- 


ifir come to paſſe that meanes and time ſlip away 


thewinde, and you may ſecke God, but he will 
never be found as a mercifull and tender Father, 
but rather asaterrible and a fearefall Tudge. 
Seeke, | This word preſ{uppoſeth a former loſle, 
we need not {eeke God, vnleile formerly we had 
loſt God : Hencel gather rhis Theoreme, that by 
corrupt nature, and multitude of tranſgreſſions, | 
weare looſcrs, not ſeekersof God, we are rather 
ſtrangers and wanderers from him, then Inquiſt- 
rors of, and true conuerts vnto him. In the cor- 
ruption of nature-we loft the comfortable pre- 
ſence ofGod, which in our innocengie we enioy- 
ed:by looſing our ſelues we loft him + and fecond- 
ly, in thedatly admitting, and committing of fin 
after grace receiued, we looſe his fight and-pre- 
ſence. Ld, | 
Stnne is a make-bate, and a {chiſmatique, that 
rendeth aſunder the ſacred bond of peace be- 
rweene the Creator, and his creature : it ſhorten- | 
cth his arme, and wirhererh the frcfh boughes of 
hisloue: It maketh a ſeparation betweene him, 


F 


and vs, as the Cloud betweene the brightneſſe of, 
© | the| 


Theme) Maw ans Et 
the Sunne.and vs: It cafteth vs into darkeneſſe, 
and thruſteth, vs behinde'the doore,,. as;{agl-did 
Siſerathat we might loarh to ſcethe face of God, | 
as Siſcra did the face ot Barak and Deborah: SO Tuds, 418,19 
long as the Epheſians continued in their ſinfull I 
dolatrie,they loſt God, for it is ſaid,that they ere | Fphs 3. 12. 
without Chriſt, being aliens from the Common-wealth 
of Iſrael, ſtrangers from the conenant of promiſe, ha- 
wing no hope, and without God, And lo ſoone as our | 
progenitour - 44am had tranſgrefſed the Com- 
mandement, in eating of the forbidden fruzt, he 
wentand hid himſelfe ina buſh, as if Gods pre- 
ſence had beene too hot for him : Adamand his 
wife hid themſelues from the preſence of the Lord a- 
moneft the trees of the Garden: tearefull they were 
rd treare-him ſpeake, and aſhamed to ſee his face, 
and therefore they. ſeeke ſtarting: holes, to hide 
themſelucs the further from him.In the ſame tak- 
{ing areall his of-ſpring to this day, ifthe old ſer- 
pent get any of vs co pliicke an apple from the 
prohibited trec, that is, if he winne our conſents 
to {inne, he hath his deſire, and we become vaga- 
bonds on theearth, and fygitiues from the face 
of God: And ener themoreye offend, the further 
weare from God,beingeither like Pilgrimes now 
| wandering vp the ſteepe Mountaines of pride, 
now downe:the low vallies of deſpaire,. now 
| chrough the ſhadie grones of wantonneſſe, now 
[through the broad fields of licentiouſneſle, now 
througt the thornie thickets of worldly carcs, 
nowthrough thefitthie channek of carnallJufts; | - 
roouing ſometimes hete, ſometimestherc, with-! 
\_ B 2 out 
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Gen, ;.8. 
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Ton. 1.3. 


Philo, de pro- 
fugn , 


i 


3 
'Y 
_—_— S ” 


out marc and guide, the Devill leading vs whiz 


ſomtimes delighted with a whiſtling aire of filthy 


]trauellers, and Marchant adventurers, to ſee the| 


| 1onas, who fled toTarſhiſh from the preſence of God. 


| of theſe things doeſt thou ſeeke to eſtrange th 


Cane.5.10.16 


ther he lift;or Itke Marchant adventurers, imbarkr 
inthe ſhipof lecuritie, ſometimes hoyſing vpthe 
failes of noyſome deſires, ſometime filled with | 
che metry gale of vaine and worldly pleaſures, 


Jucre,euer and anon running vpon the Syrtes and 
quickſands of ſinne, to the great danger, not ſo 
much ofthe loſſe of life, and wracke of goods, as 
the wracke of Conſcience, which is the greateſt 
ſkipwracke, and the lofle of Gods lone and affec- 
tion, which is the greateſt loſſe. Thus ſinfull men 
that weare,whileſt with the Prodigall we become 


faſhions ofthe world abroad, we become like to 


T here be three things that make men forſake 
one anothers {ocietle ; Hatred, Feare, Shame : for 
hatred, the enuious man hates the companie of 
him that proſpereth;and ſodoth one enemy hate 
another: 7acob fled from Zaban becauſe of his in- 
inftice and Idolatrie, he hated them : For feare| 
Children will runne from their Parents, and fer= 
uants from their Maſters, for feare /acob fled from 
Eſau, and Daxid from Saul. For ſhame the Adul- 
terer keepes his Cabin and is couchedin acham- 
ber ; and for ſhame Adam ikulted in the groye of 
Paradife: Tell me,thou fugitive ſinner,for which | 


ſelfe from God?there is no cauſe of hatredin him, 
for he is wholly deleRable, the faireſt of ten thou- 


fand*there is no cauſe of feare in him, for he is | 


the 


—_— GC 
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# The gody Mans Inquiſition. : 


the Father of mercies ,and the God of conſolation ; he 
is rich in mercy, eſpecially to them, who have rex 
ceiued the ſpirit of adoption to cry Abba Father:there 
is no cauſe of ſhame in him, for he 1s the Lord of 
Glorie. Nay,rather(vile ſinner)be aſhamed of thy 
ſinnes, and bluſh at thy tranſgreſhons, whereb 
chou haſt loſt thy (elfe, and a merciful] God:thoy 


by thy wicked life, haſt turned thy backe vpon 
thy Maſter, and ſet thy ſelfe ſo farre at oddes with 
him, that thou ſhale draw downe no loue from 
him vnto thee, vnleſſe thy Repenrance and hy- 
miliation for thy ſinne, be as the Loadftone to 


pull him to, and winne him againe. 


ſent ; he fllethboth heauen and earth; he is with me 
at.my ſitting, riſing, lying downe,in the thoughts 
of my hcarr, words of my. tongue, wayes of my 
feete, nay, in. my reines, and bones.Hts preſence 
cannot be anoided, who {itteth on the Circle of 
heauen, and beholdeth the inhabitants of the earth as 
Graſhoppers,whoſe throne is the heanen of heanens and 
theearth is his footeſtoole, and his wayes are in the 
great deepe, Ev. 
Anſw: Iris-true; There is neither heaven nor 
hell, northe vrtermoſt part of the Sea, neither 
day nornighr, light, nor darkeneſle, that can ſe- 
parate vs from God;the preſence of his God head 


yettouching the preſence of his mercie, and1ou. 
[ing kindnefſe, that is not vouchſated to thie-wic- 


Obije?: But how can a man wander from God, 
or loſe him? Whereſocuer Iam, God is there pre- 


15snoleſſe in oneplace them-in another : He is well | 
knowne in Inry, and his name is great in 1ſracl. But | 
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| ked, they ſhall notenioy one iorofir: In which 


Heb, IO, ? 9. 


Vſe 1. 
For informa- 
ton, 


Vſe 2. 
For inſtruti- 


eaffen- wane 


reſpe& they may be ſaid to be farre abſent from 
God. Secondly, God may be ſaid tobe found, 
when the kingdome of Grace is much aduanced 
amongſt a people : but the vgodly they ſeeke to 
ſubdue it,and to 7rample the precious bloud of Chriſt 
vnder their feete, which makes them firangers va- 
to God. | 

Y ſe. Ts it ſo thata man by finne flies the facc of 
God: this may then let vs ſee the malice of ſinne 
againſt our ſoules :It will never ccaſc firetching: 
forth an Tſhmaeliticall hand,cil i have quite par- 
ted Godand vs, yea, eill it hath divided vs from 


[our ſelnes, for while we arc beguiled with the de- 
|ceitfulneſſe thereof, irrationall conditions, and 
[beaſtly qualities oppreſſe vs, and with ding- 


chrifcs, and Prodigalls,it will make vs forſake our 
Fathers houſe, and change his ſweer and far land 
| for a ſtrange Countrey, his daintic cates, and di- 
ſhes of [weer meates, for refuſe huskes, his friends 
and acquaintanceto become fellow-feaſters with 
(win «th a word,it will ſo mad vs, that we ſhould 
neuer thinke either of God, or the Deuill, of Pa- 
radiſe, or eternall plagues, if the Lord had not 
left time and meanes, that we might returne to 
our ſejues, and ſo ſeeke the Lord. 

Y ſe 2. Secondly, this DoQrine may teach vs 
to beware, and to take hced of finne,andas much 
as 1n vs Iyeth, to binde it to good behaviour (we 
haue no greaterenemy inthe world)ſeeing with- 
out our clrcyumſpection, it will-goe abour to ſer 
God and vs at eares.Oh then take the peace of it, 
ods + 73 | | > 34 and 


—— 
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and ſceke to ſhut it out of the doores of thy heart, 


that it may ncuer ſhut thee out of Gods preſence. 


And as:Sawwel dealt with the Amalckites, lodeale 
thou with the members of finne, kill them, and 


|then bury them with Jezabells bones in a deepe 


graue, thatthey may no moreriſe vpto hang vp-|' 
onthee : this is the next and readicſt way to ger| 


into Gods fauvur, and the preſence of his grace. 

Y ſe. 3. T hirdly, we are here likewiſe taught to 
bewaile the great loſe of our God, and to lament 
the want of his gracious preſence : this 15 the pra- 
Riſe of cuery godly man, for if he thinke ir the 
greateſt gaine to obtaine the fauour of God,then 
he muſt needesthinke it his greatcſt loſſe to want 
it. If there be any ſprinkle of Regeneration vp3n 
thee, or ſparke of grace within thee, 1t will moue 
theeto griefeand ſorrow inthe abſence of God, 
and compell thee to ſcekehim as the Hart doth 
the waters, ſaying, 2» ſonle deſireth after thee as 
the Hart after the water brookes, and as the thirſtie 
lands after raine. I x 

The reaſons why godly men bewaile the ab- 


ſence of Gad, are ſpecially theſe two : Firſt, they | 


know whar ir is to want God, by ſerting a priſe 
and worthon him, while they haue him preſent 
in their hearts: they know that when by ſinnewe 
looſe him, the foule is dead,grace is withered,the 
Conſcience tormented, and heaucn turned into 
hell ; they know that the world cannot be lo mi. 
| ſerable without a Sunne, nor the bodie without 
| breath, as the ſoule without God,the ſunne of his 


Church, andthe ſonleof the ſoule of cuery true 
\bcleever. Secondly, 


Vie 3. 
To bewaile 
our lofle of 


God by finne, 


Pal. 143.6. 


Reaſon. '| 


| 


| Reaſon 2. 


Plal. 67. Is 


Ia. $9- be 


Pal 119. laſt 
verſe. 


Pal, 10,4.11, 


| Nox e411 1ants 
gancere. 


| in diſpleaſure, through their fall into ſome ſinns, 
| andrben leauca ſenſe of his diſpleaſure in their} 
ſoules, then their ſoules find ſuch a want of him, | 


—— 


— 
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Secondly, if God depart from them for atime 


that they are notableto ſuſtaine themſclues with- 
outa preſent poſlefſion:In this caſe godleſſe men 
being ſore afflited, will mqurac for their wants :: 
and therefore much more the godly : But alas,for 


we can caſily bewaile the loſſe of aſheep,or a cow 
oran hogge, &c. We will cake on as a Beare rob- 
bed other Whelpes, and tell our neighbours our 
gricfe, andthe great lofſe we haue ſuſtained : bur 
weſeldomeor neuer make any moane, that we 
have loſt Gods fauour, becauſe we want a ſenſe 
and feeling of his bleſſings in his mercies: We 
ſeldome cry out in his abſence, Lord lift vp the 
light of thy countenance vpon vs; neither doe we 
complaine, that ox in:quities have reared vp apar- 
tition wall betweene God and ws, and ſo hid his face 
from vs that he will uot heare:neithcr doe we acculc 
our (clues 2s loft ſbeepe, that haue long gone aſtray. 
Oh therefore let vs flatterourſclues no-more with 
thoſe that plucke out the eyes of knowledze it 
ſelte ; Tuſh,God i gone, he hideth his face, an1 will 
never ſee; Butrather ler vs reſolue to ſeeke G o v» 
when heiswanting,and to mourne for the want. 
Let vs not follow our ſenſualitic too farre, nor 
buy voluptuouſneſſe with a price, bur ay with 
the Athenian Oratour, when we heare how farre 
God is from vs by our pleaſure : / will not bythe 


ſeeking of Godby Repentance at ſo higha rate. 


all this, with the moſt of vs it is farre otherwilc, | 


ER Y ſe 4 


I ws A. 


&* £ 


hereagaineweeare exhorted, when we poſleſle 
him,when we haue found him,andarc in his pre- 
ſence, to keepe our ſelues there, and to hold him 
faſt. Lerthine eyc be continually vpon him, and 
never ſuffer him to be out of thy ſight. Behold as 


- | ers, and as the eyes of amaiden unto the hands of her 
miſtreſſe; So let our eyes waite vponthe Lord our God. 
As the child dealeth with his Father, he followes 


of his {ight, but holds hard on his skirts,& keepes 
him with him ; So deale thou with the Lord: 
turne thy ſelfe in euery good ation vnto him, 
and ifthon haſt any feare of looſing, then ſit the 
cloſer and hold the faſter, ever remembring that 
the ſecond loſle is the greater,and bringeth more 
| danger tothe looſer : Daxid ſer himſelfe eyer in 
Gods preſence, ſo doe thou fand before the Lord 
continually,for this isa ſigne of thy obedience to 
the Lord thy Maſter, to ſtand before his face, and 
not to ſvinke from his preſence. 
| Thus much of the Suppoſition z Now of the 
| Poſition,Seeke the Lord:Hauing laid downe, how | 
| ehat by ſinne we are out of Gods fauour, and loſe 
| his preſence of grace; it remaineth to ſpeake of 
|the meanes to findethe Lord, and to get into his 
| auour,and thar is here ſaidto be Seeking,whether 
it be by prayer, Repentance, obedience, or hear- 
ing of the word daily and diligently, &c. 
Andthe Point is this, that having loft the Lord 
by iniquitie, we are to ſeeke him againe by all 


Y [e 4.. Laſtly, ſeeing by linne we looſe God, Vſe 4. 


the eyes of ſeruants looke unto the hands of their Ma- 


him vp anddowne, and dare not ler him goe our.| 


eee 


—_ 


Let vs hold 


: King. 5-16, 


Dott, x, 
God being loſt 
by ſin muſt te 
ſought by all 
oly meanes, 


C godly | h 


As. CC re 
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' Pfal. 27. 8. 
Hol. 5. 3: 


Pfal. 34. 4. 


| 
' 2 Chron.20.3 


Pſal. 24. 6. 


| Reaſon, 


 -lonaret 
| feeke when God feemes to leane the Cabin of our 


_ | Theſeroanr ERORe his Maſters ſeruice,know- 


ters wonted lone and affetion ; neither dorh ir 


|racl, they /oazht the Lord, and he was fauourable 
& gracious yo them, God ſends not his work-| 
men away withour wages, nor thoſe that ſecke| 
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godly helpesand meanes: we muſt nor ſtand 


TY Ns ERIEY'Y WS LSU, SOIT LANG. FD = 
cnrs; bur-rcfolue* prefenc diligence'to 


hearts, and begins to writebitter things againſ# ws. 


ing the. protiz by it, will nor ftand vpon his 
tenmes; My maſter did me wrong, why did he 
thus? bar he ſeekesall meanes to procure his ma= 


become vs (Gods feruants) roargue vpon points 
without grotmd;bur rather we ſftiould fecke Gods 
face when he calleth vpon vs to that purpoſe, 
ſaying, Seeke yewry face. Thus did the menof If 


him by Repentance, in faich, &c. withour a re- 


and was heard: and thus 7choſaphat fearing God, 


ſet himſelfe to ſeeke the Lord : And why are all the | 
Ele& of God, called a Generation of ſeekers, butin | 


reſpe@ of their enquiries after Gods fanour, ac- 


{ecke not God? 

And ſurely, if either the comforts and ioy we 
may reape by Gods preſence, or the necefltie 
thereof may be of force to perſwade inquirie,and 


ward. Dauid faith, 1 ſought the Lord, and he heard| 

me. He did not ſo mnch vſe his bodily fecte to| 

runne afcerthe Lord, as the good temper of his| 

affe&ions ro take delight in the Lord. Neither| 

did he lays I prayed and was heard, bur I ſought| 
c 


ro ſtirre vp our care,neither ofthem-is wanting mY 


_—  — 


cording as it isthe brand of the vngodly,thar they | 


l— 


_ 
this| 


| 


_ | ſcience, when after many skirmiſhes, and ſecrer 
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_— 


[this ſo weightic a matter: for comforts and ioy, 


whar thoughtsareable toreach ro the excellency 


| of them ? Eyc hath not ſcenenor eare heard,nor 
heart conceiued the maltitude and worth there= 


of: the preſenceof greac men will aſtoniſh and a= 
maze their inferiours, it will make them fearefull. 


1 Cor. 2. 9. 


ſence, his face and countenance is deleRable, and 


more we can behold ir, the leſle is our feare; and 
[ the greater our reioycing : when the Arke was re- 


_ | ſtored, the men of Berhſhemeſh exceedingly reioy- 
| | ced: when the publicke teaching of the Law 


| (which had a long time beene diſcontinued ) 


| was againe eſtabliſhed, the people of 1eruſaleys 


were much comforted. But how much more 


co behold their faces: butſuch is not Gods pre- 


! Sam, 6, I 3. | 


' Nehem. 8. x2. 


when the Bridegroome is among them ? T his 10y a- 
riſing from Gods preſence, concernerth either the 
-qualificationofthe Conſcience, or the fruition 
of Gods fauourin the eſtate of glory : for the.con- 


terrors, it begins to gather heart ( as we ſay ) 2nd 


tofeele euidences of grace, then there is much 

toy, yea; fuch 1oy., as Peter Calls it glorious and wy- 
ſpeakeable : Touching this Toy looke vpon Danid, 
boaſting inthe roy of heart, which was given him 


Looke vpon the Evwnch, going onin his way re= 
zozemp, becauſe he felt how faith in Chriſt was 
wrought in his foule; and that was Aaries Toy, 


C2 become 


x Per. x, 8, 


by che Lords h/tmmg vp of his countenance vpon him; Pal. 4. 7, 
AQ,8., 39. - 


reioyeing in ſpirit, thatſhe knew God in Chriſt was Luk 1. 46, 


at his right hand « pleaſure for enermore : and: the Pal. 1s. rx, 


will the Children of the marriage Chamber reloyce, Math. g. rg, 


hea. Ad LCI—— RD 
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Reu, 


Toh. 14.16.17. 
i Cor. 13-12, 


Mar, 22, 3, 


become her $axtonr. For the-iruſtion ofthe ſtate of 


|-glory hereafter, it may well lift vp the belcegcrs 
heart with comfort, who ſhall ſtand before the lambe 


accompanied with 24. Elders, ſinging and retoy= 
63ng : he ſhall be whereGod is for ener, and ſhall ſee 
him face to face. Ifthis glimimering lightof hea- 
venly knowledge (when we ſeeburas.in a glaſſe 
darkely ) be ſo delightfull- whar ſhall it beto ſee 
andknow the Lord as he ts? If the communion 
we haue here with Chrift in kis word, and Sacra- 
' ments be ſo ioyous, what ſhall it be to enioy the 


our Redeemer, the holy Ghoſt our Comforter? 
Now ſhall not ſuch excellent comtorts, ſpringing 
fromthe enioyment of Gods preſencebe repured 


| worthie' onr inquiries? What doe many vulgar 


-people oftentimes to ſee the Kings face,orar leaſt 


{his perſon?Strange things are done outofthe de- 


fire thereof: As carneſt ſhould we be to get a fight 


| of God, Thus I haue briefely pointed yon to the 


Hoy ofthe Saints in their apprehenfions of God, 
'and the beholding-of his bright countenance: 
Now let me ſhew youthe neceffitie roo: the ne= 
ceffitie ina word is ſuch, thatwithout God, and 
the preſence of his grace, there isno pofhbilitie of 
admittance into heauen : forvpon all thoſe thar 
are without.the pale ofhis fauour, ſhall be execy- 
'ted thar ſentence paſſed vpon the man without 


awd caſt them into viter darkneſſe,where ſhal be nei- 
ther comfort, nor light, nor yet hope of cither. 


the wedding garment ; Bide them hand and foote, 


To be ina darke Dungeon, where isno penetra- | 
| 


| 


| 


immediate prefence of God our Father, Chriſt | 


tion| 


———..—— 


—_— 


{Lord: If it be neceſſary for aman to (eeke robe 


_ |alwayes at hand, as it appeares A. 17.27. Vee 


farre from euery ane of vs. And thus ſeeing his crea» 


4 
þ» 


{and mifery : butto be excluded from the preſence 


| tobe puniſhed with enerlaſting deft ructien. As lsthe 
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uy 


tion of light, nor any conſolation, is great paine 


of the Lard;and from the glorie of his power, ts euen 


[rie. They ſhall feed his Tuſtice while they are 


——_— CG 


he fills both-heauen and earth. | 


| world without a Sun 


euen ſo isthe ſoule and body without the bleſſed 
and glorious preſence of God, hay, they are in a 
thouſand times worle raking : for their exempri- 
on ſhall be perpetnall and ealcleſſe,theireye-fight 
(hall onely be of Gods wrath, and his eternall fu- 


burning 1n fire and brimftone, which is the ſe- 
cond death. Looke then of whar neceflitic, ſal- 
-uation, and happineſle, and lite erernall is, of the 
fmeizthe fauour and loning countenance ofthe 


faued, it is neceſſary to-ſeeke the preſent, and fu- 


quinteſſence of our care, ifnotthis? 

0b: Butir will be ſayd, Why ncede we ſeeke 
God,He is-eucry where atone and the ſame time, 
Azxſw. In God we muſt conlider two things; 
firſt, Deitic, ſecondly, Preſence of Grace: touch- 
ing the former, God need not be ſonght, ſo he is 


may feele after him, and finde him, becauſe he is not 


a, a pining child withour a 
Mother, adiftrefſed 1hd without a goucrnour , 


ture good of his ſoule, by ſeeking a conioyning | 
{rothe Lord by meanes of his grace. What can 
{deſeruethe very beſt, and (asitwere) the very 


Rew. 21.8. 


Ob» 


tures,we ſee him. Touching his preſence of grace 


C 3 _ (Wwhich 


Eccheſ, x.16. 


Vſe 1. 
For reproofe. 


| ing of Goas face. Plal, 27.8. 
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(which isoften wanting to co mfortleſſe Conſci- 
ences).weareto ſeeke God, andare commanded 
ſo to doe : for he abſents himſelfe many times 
from his deare children, touching his Grace , (o- 
much, that they deſire oa the leaſt impreſſion, 
and token thereof, and cafinotgetir, whereupon | 
they aremuch exerciſed in ſtirring the {cindersto 
i ſome liue-aſhes, and will nor gine ouer fear- | 
ching, till they hane gotten ſome treaſure, (ome ſpe» 
cialtie of Gods fauour. Andthis is called the ſcek- 


veſt. But why ſhould we ſecke Gods face? | 
Is it not ſaid : Tho ſhalt not ſee my face, for there 


| great, and his Matcftie on the other ſide is glori- 


| face of his loue, and favour; this with the vnder- 


| cob ſaw this face of God, and reioyced. 


[* mateerto be Py wich God; he may be 


Anſ. The face of God 
da. The firſt is the face of his-ſpiritualtie; ofthis| 
diuine Maicftie, which cannot be ſcene with:the! 
darke eyes of mortalitie : Our weakneſſe-is 


'| ſh:llno man ſee me and live? 
1seither primaor ſecas 


ous atidtranſplendent, that we cannot behold ir 
without the conſuming of onr ſclues : no'more 
then the eye can behold and looke ypon the ex- 
ceeding brightneſſe of the Sunne without the | 
hurtingand eriling of itſelfe.The ſecond. isthe 


ſtanding, and the heart my be ſeene: Moſes and 14- 


Y /e 1. Ts ito that eyery one ſhould ſerhimſelfe 
—_ ro ſteke God by one godly helpe orother ? 

is then may ſerue to reproue the intollerable 
negle& ofthis dutic: Some ſay, oh,ir is an eaſie 


th . th —_—_— 


—— 


| ir, 4nd ſach/as attend the Spirit: As we veto ay, | 
| Where the King 1s, there ts his Court, his waiters, 
his attendants ; So,cuen ſo where God is with his 


{ firſt ought, and found of God, ſhall ſecke and 
finde God!: but they who haue not firſt drawne 


the Lord, andwhy ſhould I goe troubling my 


 onceentoyed. Where God affordeth his preſence 
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when he is preſent intheir hearts ) teſlifie the fa- 
cilitie, and caſinefſe of this bulinefle. 

0b: T but Sirzell me, did nor Chriſt ſay, Seeke 
and finde ? Therefore when, arwhere, or howſo- 
cuer ſeeking I ſhall finde. 
. Anf. Fgrantieto betruc,that Chriſt did ſay ſo 
ro his Diſciples : and made this promiſe to them 
(in them to vs) that every beleeuer, being in 
Chrift, might ſecke, and finde: but not that every 
kinde of ſeeking ſhould obtaine.The meaning of 
the words is this, That whoſocuer hane beene 


neare to him, ſhall neucr find God drawing neare | 


to them. | | 
Secondly, another fort of people there is, de- 


{ferving much blame; namely, all ſuck as plead a | 


perpetuitie of Gods preſence with them in the 
midſt oftheir wants of him : Oh, I never wanted 


wo ro ſceke him ? Alas, for the blindaeffe and 
olly of ſuch men : they ſpeake without ſence, to 
fay thev haue that which they never ſo much as 


of grace, there alwayes are other companions of 


ſoone found, a little feeking will. erue the turne ; 
but ler the! induſtrious carefulnefſe, continuall 
ſopplications, 'and: the daily complainings of 
Gods ſeruants in-the- want of God, (yea, then 


Spirit, 


= 


_—— 
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0b: 


Sol: 


Plal.17., 14, 


Rom. ” I'3s 
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Spirit, there is his Courr,and attendants,as faith, 
loue, obedicnce, feare, peace, ioy: in the holy 


| be farre off? Bur ſurely, Grace would tell thee (if 


Ghoſt, worſhip, reverence, prayer, Repentance, 
humilitie, &c His Angels will be about thee, his 
Spirit within theeto helpe thee, his Graceto vp- 
hold thee, his mercy to embrace rhee : Looke 
then, are theſe preſent, then their:Maſter cannot 


thou hadft any)that there is a great want of God, 
thatthou mailſt ſeeke daily for a ſupply : and that 
he1sthe fartheſt off from ſuch as feele the leaſt 
want. | 3 
0b: The Lord hath bleſſed me with his good 
Creatures, he hath giucn me proſperitie, and ri- 
ches, I finde no want of them,and therefore if the 
Lord were abſent from me,thoſe things ſhould be 
takenaway,and I ſhould be deprived of their| 
vſe. EE 
Anſ. NA man may enioy many outward bleſ- 
ſings, and inthe poſefſion, neither know whe- 
ther God loues, orhates him, He may haue his 
portion in this life, and hu belly filled with hid trea- 
ſure, he may be full of children, and leane bis ſubſtance 
to his babes;and yet he may be out of Gods fauour, 
andcalled, a man of the world.Eſau was fatted with 
the bleſſings of the earth, and yet he was ſo farre 
of from the Lords louc towards him,that the Lord 
hated hins. 
Secondly, the more couetousa miler is,the leſſe 
acquaintance he hath with God, becauſe he #sfil- | 
led with noyſome luſts, and enters into many temptati- 
ons, which drives him from God:and therefore it | 


was 


7 
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Ws. 


___F 
| was rightly ſpoken, that a Cable might as ſoone 
goe througha neegles eycyas/ arich-Miſer enter 
intothe kingdomie, of heauen,conſequently into 


. 
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| reprooſe wich the former, namely, ſuch as lcaue 
the pure Well and digge Ciſternes that will hold 
[no water : ſuch as fortake God, and employ all 
theircaresin and about the world. That ſceke 
worldly pelfc, and externall goods, and-in the 
meane time haue no regard ar all to (ecke the 
Lords good-will loſt by their tranſgreſſions. Ir is 
now adayes an ordinary matter to ſee ſpirituall 
affaires iuſtled afide, or rather thruſt out by the 
ſhonlders,, that the outward man: may. receiuc 
ſome contentment;and golden opportunity neg= 
leted, that the accaſion of improvement of 
worldly commoditics,of tickling carnaldelights, 
and of maintaining outward reputation among 
men may beembraced.- Ina word, Matters tou= 
ching God are ſo ſleightly, ſo ſeldome, ſo remi(- 
ly ſought after,as ifthey were not worthy calking 
of: And matters touching the worldare ſo cagar- | 
ly,  induſtriouſly, and with that intention of 
minde and body followed after, as if God had 
| made man for nothing els but to ſwallow downe 
goods and greatneſſe, as faſt as poſſibly he can. 
 |Oh, myBrethren,beycintimerecalledfromthis 
- [miſerable ſtare of miſery, and remember how 
faultic you are in ſeeking thethings of God:your 
care for the earth hath ſo deyourcd the care of 
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heavenly things, as if the leane Kize in Pharaohs | 
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on, 
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dreame 'had caten vp the tat. Conſider theſe 

thitigs, and ſecketheLord ina god time, while 

the way is faire, che paſſage ſpeedie, thedoore 0- 

pen, theday lafts,and while he calls. Yet 
Yſe'2. Asthis Dorine may reprooue the of- 
fender : ſo-it may fcrue to inftruR vs ro the 0bſer= 
vation ofthe poinrin hand, to ſeckerhe Lord: If 
a child ina crowd hath loſt the ſighr of his render 
hearted Father, ora waiting man the ſight ofhis 
kitide'Maſter, or ifany man hath loſt any marter 
of valnation, how diligently will they f them= 
{clues ro Inquilitions, they will goe cuery way to 
the wood (as the Proverbe 1s) they will not cum- 
ber themſelves with other trivial} matters found | 
in their way, but paſſe oner them as if they tooke 
no noticeofthem ; So irſhould be with vs, tho 
tmany good commodities may lic in our way, yct 
let vs never trouble onr ſelues to take them vp, 
forit is a'more valuable commoditie then they 
are, tliat we ſeckeafter. Oh, let vs beftirred vpon 
all hands concerning this dutic, whet on one an- 
otherto the performance of it: And you that have 
beenecarelefſe herein,begin now ar laft tobe ber- 
ter adviſed, and thinke 'it not an cafie rhing to 
ſeeke God: Seeking requires a care, and an ende- 
nour more then ordinary. And you that have 


hath not beene ſo earneſt, ſo conftanr,ſo intentine 


Yea, letvsall redeeme as much time as poſkblie 
we may for this one thing, ler vs abridge our 


beſtowed ſome care this way,be perſivaded tharit | 


as it oughttobe, reamend and double the ſame. | 


| 


ſelues rather in our outward profits,and purſnites 
FATE 


| 
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then this qne buſineſſe ſhoyld nor be forwarded. 
Pſe 3. This pointwillteach vs in the third place 


youl be afteQed with the commoditic here men- 
cioned, you will be glad to take the time,meanes, 
and helpes offered. 

Firſt, we wilhbegin with the place where God 
muſt be ſought, for when we are once. {ully.afſu- 


ly and freely ſeeke him. The place we muſt goc 
vnto is his houſe, therewe mult ſeeks bim ; for,as 
one neighbour having ſome buſinefſe with ano- 
ther, gocth nor to a ſtrangers houſe, but to his 
houſe to ſreke hitn ; and indeed where ſhould 


honſes2So ifthe Lord be wanting to any. ſoule 
(in as much as it crieth out,why Lordab/entaſt thou 
thy ſof ſo long ? ) then letthat ſaule be proſtrate 
betorethe gates ofthe Lords houſe, thathe may 
anſwere the complaints thereof. And thatirmay 


of them, let vs rather want opportunitic in or 
ſports, let all other things gae to wracke, rather 


2 lcſlon of diretion, where, and how to leeke 
Gods loving face and fauour; And therefore if 


| redofhis habication (as I may fo ſpeake) and of | 
the place where he dwels:then we may both bold-| 


neighbours ſceke one for another, bur at their | 


{ 


{notlong befarre fromhim:; Conſider that God 
hath threchouſes, if we miſſein one,or other, yer 
we (hall be ſureto find in the third. 


The firſthouſe where wo muſt ſeeke God is the 
red/and wherealſo God is preſent after a ſpeciall | 


Candle- 


manner : He is in the midſt of ſuch aſſemblings: Math... x;. 
John found the Lordin the midſt of the ſeuen golden Rev. 18. x. 
Gb of D 2 , 


Wo 
Pal, 36. 9.8. 
| 


' Firſt, Church | 
Church, whereto the godly often are congrega- | *mblics. 
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Candleſtickes, that is,the rrue Church. The ſpouſe | 


fought and ford her beſt beloued-in the- tents of 
the Shepheards, and in the garden among the beds of 
Spices: that is, in the Aſſembles of godly people; 
where graces grow as Spices vpon a bed ina gar. 
den. And ſoitwe will fade the Lord, our reſort 


| muſtbeto the SahRuarie: from vnder the thre(-| 


hold-of the deor e thereof F flow for th waters to re 


freſh our ſoales. Thither went the Prophet Dauid 
' | mthetime ofdiſtrefſe; and was comforted; and 
” | thithet went rhe Ro of /raellto ſee the Lords| 
face: So that in t 

tleflocke of Chriſt is fol 
Bede: i 


is lacking, therethon ſhalrbe ſure co have ic ſup= 


1 Yſe. lf God bepleaſed graciouſly to afford vs 


e Congregation(where the lit= 
ed) we'may ſeeke and 


. 
. 


-. Thereaforrofiris;beeauſe thoſe meanes which 


on:and vr iriquilition;arethere vied: thereis the 


are helpes for Magiftrates, for Miniſters, for pri- 
uare men,for yong and old;yea,whatſocuergrace 


plied abundantly; there thou ſhalt ſee the great 
Myſtery of godlineſſe diſcovered; which is,God m14- 
nifeftedin the fleſh, &e. And as in the material 
Sanctuary, the Lord revealed himſdIfeto his peo- 


him willhelikewiſediſconer himſelfe in; the (al: 


vationoftheir ſoules. 


his ſight, and remembrance in cxterior temples, 


God hath'ſahAlified, and ſer apart for our faluati- | 
word truely and ſoundly preached ;there-arethe:| 


principles-of religionforthoſe ofa lower forme | 
there are deeper points for exerciſed wits ;there| 


ples fo here tothoſe that with Conſcience ſeeke | 


' 


j 


where! 


— 
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where godly men arcoften aſſembled, then this. 
may ſhew vs plainely the graceleſſe courſes of vn- 
godly finners, that live as. men without houle, 
 harbourleſle, the bluſtring world istheir lodging 
| roome, vncleane birds their fellowes; ang the 
houſes of ſtrangers theirdwellings,Notto ſpeake 
of Separariſts, who ( as ifour Chirch had viterly 
loft her face, becaule perhaps ſhee wants ſome 
beautie ) doe flie from our Congregations, as if 
they were cages of vncleanneſſe : Nor of Popiſh 


Church, when the Key of knowledge ( by which 


 Recuſants, who (becauſe they ſec not their Imaz | 
ges; their breaden- and:woodden-Gods in our | 
Temples)refuſe to come nearethe portals ofour| 


night be opened onto them the whole counſel of God) Ad 


1soffered, - neo oe ales: het 
' : Firſt; many others there be,whoghatthey may 
'not be thought plaine. Atheiſts, doe after a ſort 
toync with the Afemblics, not for Joue to Gods 
houſe, nor for duties therein exerciſed(for ſo they 
caſt themſelues fromthe preſence of God in car- 
nall lazineſſe, and prophane contempts,) bur to 
ſhewtthelr ſeryice of the timie, and the fauing of 
their purſes. .:'The.Prouerbe-1s, As good nener a 
whit as newer the better : It 1s as good to beabſent 
as tobe duly, heauic, lumpiſh, and withour ſpirir 
| in ſeeking for God, whom they care not whether 
| they finde or no. 


it, (fo ill affe&ed are they with Gods preſence) 


| - Secondly, Others in ſtead'of going vp tothe | 
houſe of the Lord, ſeeke the viter deſolation of | 


they raze the SaniFuarie to the ground, defile the 
[DIST Z 
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Lam, 1. 4+ 


t Cor. $.5- 


{ 2 Cor. 5.18. 
Epheſ. 4.12. 
Rom. 4-11. 

A&. 14. 27. 


& Tim, Ts, 29, 
| uen vp to Sathan. | 


| | dwelling 


of Goa, that no man may come to the ſolemne feaſts Fj 


{ 


uelt about worldly buſineifſe vpon the Lordsday,| 


.ranne from God, from his preſence, his proteQtiz 


places of Gods name,b urnewp the Sqmagogie; 


Sion, and all her gates they de light to ſee deſolate. 
Thirdly,Many delight to paſſe ouer Sabboths 
in the Ale-houſe and Tauernes, being gathered 
ro heatheniſh conſorts : Their viuall ſpeech is 
chis; the Church hath enough in itthat may gae | 
tro God, and pray for vs, we tnay ſtay here well e- 
nough. Thele pafle vpon themlclues ſentence of 
excommunication, and like out-lawed perſons, 
are depriued of the benefir that belongs to the 
ſubie&sof heauen{namely,Gods proteion,and 
enioyment of his Realme) and thus they are gi- 


Fourrhly, Others take their horſe, and trayclt | 


pretending that they can pray and ſerue Gad on | 
Horſe-backein their iourney as.well as the beſt :| 
But all theſe are deluded by the Devil], whom 
they ſerue ; they are cutoff from the priniledges 
of Gods houſe, The miniftery of reconciliation, the 
bodie of Chrift edified, the fade of Righteouſneſſe, 
which areby faith: And the preaching ofthe word, 
which is called, The doore of faith, is fhut againſt 
them. —- ROY OE REN 2k OA, Ah 

And'is it not aftrange thing, that whileſtthey 


on, his Church, and Congregations, they ſhould | 
thinke to meetewith God, andifinde him where 

he isnenerhad?Imay ſay aſſurcedlythey ſhall find 
him in his ioft Tudgement, and he will meetwich 


| them in theirhypocriſie to gine thema full re-| 


ward *|; 
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wound. . 
Yſe 2. The Aſſemblies ofthe Saints is Gods 


firſt houſe where he will be found, then ſhould 
we with oladne(ſe goe into Bethel, for Gods name is 
there heard, Chriſt is there preſent, and the preſence 
chamber is filled with the glory of the Lord. The Pro- 
phert Darid ſaw and conceiued ſuch ſpeciall and 
extraordinary benefits comming to his ſoule by 
ſecking the face of the Lord in his houſe, thathe 
alwayes wiſhed himſelfe there : One thing 1. have 
deſired of the Lord, that 1 will require, that 1 may 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the dayes of my life, 


taining 
God. My ſoule longeth, and fainteth for the Courts 


ec. Oh thatthe ſame minde were'in vs to come. 
{before the. Lord in publique mectings, and in 
them to be parrakers of the exerciſes of pietie, 
thenwe would ſay with cob, ſurely, this place is | 
[reverent, whatſoever we haue thought of it; 77s 
no other but the honſe of God, enen the gate of heaven. 
This is the firſt houſe where God muſt be ſought. | 
The ſecond houſe, where God muſt be foughe 
is the private familie of every Chriftian. It ſath- 
cgh notro be diligent in the Church, vnleſſe a 


ward: they may goe on awhile, bur in the meanc 
time,God is fetching aſtroke againſt them,which | 
like a flaile, the highcricis lifted, when it tals will 
give the greater blow , and make the deeper 


to behold the beaatie of the Lord, T his wasa matter | 
'which he deſired above all things,and forthe ob-| 
whereofhe was very importunate with | 


of the Lord bleſſed are they whith dwell in thine houſe, | '* 


Y/e 2. 


For inftrudi. | 


| ON, 
Pal. x23. r, 
Mart. 18. 20, 


U Reg, 8.12, | 


Pfal, 27. 4+ 


[man be the ſameat home:this was holy obs caxe, | 


that | 


— 


| 


_ 


26 


Tobi. 5, 


Toſh. 24.15. 
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—|thathis famailymight be Gods houſe,as appeares 


| their houſes were receptacles of Gods worſhip, 
|cheythemſeclues(.as they were Gods durifull ſer- 
_ * |yants, ſo they ) wereſerious ſcekers of the Lords 
| eternall loveand mercie, Our Sauiour {aith,that 

| whereſoeuer two orthree are gathered together, 


|theſethings; 
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by his daily ſanQincation.of his children: And 
of 1oſhaah, the Scripture truely rclateth, That he 
and his houſe feared God ; Tatimating that while 


orconſentin aby thing in his name, he will be 
there preſent, though it be ina mansſecret fami- 
ly. 4dams houſe where God was worſhipped,and 
ſacrifices offered, was Gods houſe, whence Cair 
complaines he was caſt out, for euery denomina- | 
tion is from rhe worthier part: therefore make | 
thy houſe Gods houſe, and-fo thou ſhalt have 
God nearethee, with his {weete fellowſhip, and | 
fulneſle of blefſednefle. | 


9neft. Butwhatmight I doe that my houſe. 


may be the Lords houſe, toche end I may ſecke. 
and finde him there? pw 


Anſw. To this purpoſe arc required of thee | 
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| ofthem for the Lords ſcruice, and his prayer was 


| 3. After this ground-worke is laid, then the 


| milie, as the Paſtor in the Church ; either by way 


| of teaching by words, and example, or by pray- 
{ ing, or by correCing. Firſt, teaching, and inſtruc- 


| delivered by Catechizing 1s needfull. This is the 
|driuing of the nayle to the head : this hinders 
vaine thoughts, words, and exerciſes: this bani- 
ſheth much folly,and ignorance that is bound vp 
in the hearts of children and ſeruants. Thirdly, 
Application of Gods workes paſt or preſent, on 
our (clues, or others,to moue vnto confidencein 


an—_— n—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— en... 


cumciſed perſon in.it, then it ſhall be as a (weete 
fauourin his ſight, and his glorious countenance 
will there be moſt radiant and bright. 

2. Entertaine none into thy familic but fach 
asthe Lord hath firſt entertained into his : take 
none into thine houſe which are not of the houſ= 


and making faire of the doores & gates for Gods 
entrance. The Prophets eyes were to the faithfull 
of the Lana, that he might picke out the choiceſt 


| 


hold of Faith. This is the ſweeping of the houſe, 


| 


for the 1/raclites,that they might be cornerſtones, 
poliſhed, and grauen to make aPrincely Pallace. 


houfholder muſt build therean, dealing in his fa- | 


ting ofthe familie is required, and thar partly in 
reading, partly in deliyering precepts out of the 
Word. Itis Gods Commandement, To whet the 
Law continually on our children,and to traine them 
vp, euen from their childhood in the Scriptures. 
Secondly, Calling them to account for things | 


God, by the workesof his mercie, and to fearet 


(0) 
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——_ jr OS SIO 
4 


Pal. xor, 


Deue. 6.7, 


tt. 
otra. 
__ 


4 


— —__—_—— v 
— . WEB. 
» ——— — —_ e— — 
, 


28 


— 


bk  — 


Gen, 18.19. 


Col, 3. 16. 


'Pfal. 55. 17: 


'Dan, 6. 10, 


The godly Mans Inquiſition. 

offend by the workes of his juſtice, isalſo requi- 
ſite: this was'holy Abrahams praftile, for which 
God would not hide his {ecret workes from him. 
Fourthly, Edification of the family with eſalmes, 
and melodiero the Lord is fit and conuenient, as 
the Apoſtle teacheth vs. Againe, as the Maſter of 
the houſe muſt teach by words, ſo by example, 
like Danid walking in the vprightnes of his heart 


_—_—_A__ 


|in the midſt ofhis houſe : forthe eye of thefami- 
lieis vpon the gouernoprs thereof, as the eye of 
the Church vpon her Paitor.. - 


<7? rhqpns (ent muſt be daily praying in the 
familic, atleaſt euery-mornitu.g and cuening {0« 


 |lemnly on our knees, making confeſſions of fins, | 
| andrequeſts vito God; together with thankeſgi- 


uing + Evening und morning and at noone will I pray, 
and make a noyſe, faith Danid. And Daxiel three 
times a day prayed and prayſed Godin his houſe. = 

' Laſtly, theroought to be in the familie Chriſti 
anDiſcipline, that if any member thereof ſhould 


Thappento be out of order, by correQion, admo= 


nition, reprehen(ion, or at worſt excommunica- 
tion, it may be broughtto reformation. By theſe 


\meancs, the priuate houſe ſhall be made Gods 


houſe, wherein he may be ſoone ſought, and our 


| ſelues ſweetly lolaced. - 


Bur alas, how carelefle are-che moſt inchiscaſe?- 
Mens Cotrages are Sathans Courts, and grear 
mens places hisPallaces : How is God ſought at 


home, when (almoſt )euery member in the houſe 


is arough, and vnhewed ſtone, not graven after 


the ſimilirude ofa Princely building} Is not fin 


— 


ad 


, 
0% a dn. . - 


|nificence and ſumptuouſneſſe of building, the 


| chow ſcemeſirs be loving, kind, and friendly at 
the Church, bur art full of malice; bitter! words, | 


'yecld obedicnceto wholeſome. DaRtrine, ;but at 


| canſt thou expe& Gods preſence on' thy right 
| handany where, if thou [uffereſtthy houſe to be 
as a cageot vncleane birds, and neither pulleft ; 
\theirfearhers, nor (weepſt out their filth ? Oh, I 
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ſo rife, that it runnes through the ſilent, and ſecrer 


tion, yea, the whole buildihg 2 How 1s thy houſe 
Gods temple, when the Idoil of prophaneneſſe, 
diſorder, vngodlineſſe, &c. worſe then Aarons 
molten Calfe, is ereted? How doeſt thou flatter 
thy (elfe with a conceit of Gods preſence in thy 


| whole familie, when thou mockeſt him ? Thou 


ſeemeſt humble ar the Church,but arr diſdainful, 
ſcornefull, hatefull,arroganr,and proud at home: | 


frowning lookes, and vnkind carriages at home. 
Thou ſeemeſt in the publique houſe of God to 
home (as the Tewesdiddeale with the bloyd of 
Chriſt) rhou trampleft it-vnder thy. feete.. How 
docſt thou enquire for God inthy familie, when 
thou giueſta welcome entertainment to Atheift, 
Papiſt, Iew, Pagan, mifcr/fwearer, oppreſſor, and 
others of the ſame ranke and ſtation alike? How 


Chambers, and like: leprolie defiles the founda= | 


Heb, 10, 


beſcech you marke mywords:Theontward mag- 


pleaſantneſſe of. ſcituation, the coſtly hangings 
on the walls,therich furniture of houthold tuffe, 
the goodly (hew of:rall, and proper perſonable 
men arc nothing, nay, outward civill order is no- 


thing, vnleſſe all godly mcans with a godly mind 
2 be 


| 


! 
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Thirdly, A 


ſanCified 
ſoule. 


2 Car. 6.16. 


be practiſed as well in the private familie, as it 

Gods publique houſe. Labour thereforero make 
your hopſe { by the induſtrious and honeſt exer- 

ciſes ofreading,praying,catechizing,cxamining, 

ſinging of Pſalmes, of entertaining, maintaining, 
retaining godly ſeruants: of puniſhing, admoni- 

ſhing, reprouing, or excommunicating vngodly 

and (infull people ) like Gods houſe, then ſhall 
you haue cauſe of joy, and matter offercd ſuffici- 
ent of Gods preſence. 

= Thehirdhooſewhere God is to be ſought, is 
the ſoule of a'man. Thatistheremple of the liu- 

ing God, and he hath ſaid,that he will dwelk-there, 
and walke there. And often haue his ſonnes and 


-.. | faithfull ſeruants reioyced, that they might be in 


Quef. 


the leaſt ſore found worthie, that God would 
come thither. 'T hey fought him in their hearts, | 
and found him no where elſe, or ſooner then} 
there. ' | ; . 
But howſhall F make my heart Gods Tem+ 
piat + -5 6 tea” ett nd 
Firſt, 'As in the Temple God was daily wor- 
ſkipped ; there:were daily facrifices offered, the 
Scriptures read and expounded, and prayers pre-| 
ferred vnto-God from his people : So.muſt thou! 


| get a proportion in all theſe,tf thy heartbe Gods | 


temple. Firſt, thou muſt privately, yea,ſecretly a- 


| part daily worthip & adore him in thy fouke with 


perſonall worfhip,concerning ſuch thonghts and | 
impreſſions of his vnutrerable Deitie, as the 
rongue in no wiſecan expreſſe. Secondly, Thou 


muſt offer the ſacrifices of praiſe and thankes, 
| ; 


for | 
his} 


m—_ 
bo 
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muſt endcgour in obedience to all Gods Com- 


|cloſe-Chrift within thy heart, and hold him as 


his perſonall bleflings, and benehirs, call ro mind 
how rich in his bountic he hath beene to rhy 
ſoule; and ſo exprefle thy humble thanketulneſle 
vnto him. Thirdly, daily ſupplicate vnto him, 
and powre out thy ſoule in prayer vato his mate= 
tie, defiring the remifhon of ſinnes paſt, preuen- 
tion of {ifmes tocome, forrow and humiliation 
for ſinnes preſent, begge graces kt for thy faluati-' 
| 0n,and ſuch ſtrength therein as may vphold thee 
&c, Fourthly, Solely and apart euecry day reade 
the Scriptures, and other godly Treartiſes, as oc- 
cafion may giue leaue from honeſt laþours, and 
bcing read wiſely, diſcreetly, vnderſtandingly, 
apply tothy vſc and benefit. 


| ;.. Secondly, thy Heart muſt be as tlie Arke with» | 


in the SanAuary, wherein were kept the: Tables. 
of the Law, written with Gods owne finger : thou 


mandements: entreat God to write his law in thy 
heart, that thou maiſt newer acpart from3t.. 


31 


Ter. 31. 33, 


Thirdly, thy heart asthe Arke muſt keepe the 
Pot of: Manna, a type of Chriſt the foode of life : : 


—— 


thy life, neuer to partwith him ; for that Pot figu- 
[red the Sacraments, in which Chriſt is propoun- 
| dedthe food ofthe ſoule. Ty |} 


7 Fourthly, thy heartas the Arke muft containe: 
Aarons rod thathad budded, fignifyingthedifci-- 


pline & gonernmentof Chriſt; vntowhich then: 
| muſt ſubie@thy felfe-ler this rod flouriſh in thee 


i a and! 
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and ftoope with reuerence and feare to this ſcep= 
ter. By this meanes thy ſoule 18 Gods Tem- 
ple, where he will be found as a man in his 
houſe, 

But alas, thoughthis be ſo neceſſary a dutie to 
ſeeke the puritic of heart, wherein ts Gods de- 
light, yet who is itthataddreſſeth himſelfe co it? 
Euery one is deficicnt in this point, the cleanſing 
of the ſoule is leaſt thought of for Gods habitati= 
on: Andyetwhoisit, that boaſtes not of ſuch a 
good and honeftheart, that makes not his brags 
ofſuch inward goodneſſe, as if God had-dwelr 
there lohg ? Who is he that complaines of his 
want of ſpirituall fornirure for his foule ? Bur 


| of fanAification, to cleanſe aid waſh all white 


| Thewayrofinde, the loft groat is, to ſweepe the| 


| looke to thy ſelfe narrowly, peepe inthroughthe 
windowes;and thou ſhalreaſily finde ſack jiiward 
| crazineſſe, and lameneſſe by corruption : fich 
halting betweene God and man, ſuch deadnefſ 
inſ{inne and wickednefle, ſuch rouing thoughts, 
fleſhly deſires, carnall and. worldly purpoſes, 
naughtie intentions, and ſuch defeRts of graces, 
as if thy hearrhad (worncagainſt Gods preſence, 
| and made an vtter deniall of his entrance. Let 
theſe things be well examined, andrell me if it be 
not. mote then nicedfull to calbforhelpe,thefpirir 


within, to purgethe ſoule fromdead workes,and: 
to'make it a cledine houſe for God to abidein. 


houſe, andro fift the dnſt: and ſo labour. for in- 
ward holineſſe and ſanRitie,get thy heartridd of j 


deecitfulneſſe and hypocriſie, of ſinne and ini. 


4c = 
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quitie, ſift rhe corners, ſet vp a light in it, the 
Candlevf Faith, and vſe a proſpeiue continu- 
ally into every farre nooke of it, and then ger a 
weeding hooketo pull outDarnell and Cockle, 
ſo ſhaltthou not be long abſent from the Lord, 
atlengthto thy conſolation thou ſhalt finde 
him. Thus we muſt ſceke the Lord 
in his houſe, the publique 
aſſemblies,our owne 
Families, and 
Soules. . 
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| I. The ſecond Sermon. i. | | 


ihe! 
"Econdly, as we muſt iceke Gop Secondly, ſcek 
45; in his owne houſe, ſo with aſpi= | Ve <0 
2 TOR MED TYTF .* | Otfaith and 
rituall eye, as he himfelfe Is a ' obeicnce, 
ſoiricuall ſubſtance ; fleſh and 
bloud cannot ſee him, though 
| SSXDDD hey ſeeke him : we can never 
finde him by the eyes of narvrall ſenſes, bur of | _ _ 
faith and obediencc : Gods ſpiritualtic cannotbe | 
|-ptcrced with the eye of fleſh, which ſecth noching 
but that which is finite, matertall, viſible,and cir. | 
cumſcriptible, as God is not; nay, if the ſouleof | 
a man, a finite ſpirit,cannot be ſrene. with the bo- 
| dily eye, much leſſe the God of ſpirits, who is in 
finite, and of ſuch puritie as the Angels are not 
able to behold. S. 19h» ſaich, No man hath ſcene 
| Gad at any time; and S. Par! (aith, God dwelleth in 
light not tobe attained to, whom no man hath feene, 
| zeither can ſee: and therefore concerning the our- | 
ward light (whereby curious and ignorant men | 
would be glad to ſee God, hardly thinking there | 
is any God, when nonc in this ſort can be ſcene ) | 
|the'trath fs,God cannot be fecne. Neithcrarewe | 
able to ſee and finde God by the eye of our mind, 
. | (whileſt we are herc)as itis corrupted ;the reaſon 
is this, becauſe all our knowiedpe is by formes 
7 r Fi, 188 


IS 


i. —_— 
Jortoms om — —_ —_ 


h_ — — —_T__ 


» . 
” ” % * 


TERS HE a || 


x Cor, I 3.12. 


Pſes 


and faſhions.conceiued in our minde, and for the | 
moſt part floweth from the ontward ſenſes, but 
God {as hath beene ſaid) cannot be perceined | 
by our ſenſes. No man cuer ſawthe glorie of the 
Lord,viz.his Eſſence and divine Mateſtie,no,not 
| Moſes himſelfe, neither could he ſee him expreſl: | 
ly with the eye of his minde. But thus farre we | 
{cethe Lord, afrer an obſcure faſhion we ce his } 
louc and mercy, and kindneſſeto vs in the reue-| 
ſation of his ſonne'Chrift, in his benevolent gifts 
of grace, in the remiſhon of ſinnes, iuſtification, | 
ſanCtification, &c. Bur atthe laft day we fhall ſee | 
Fira fully in his brightneſle and bcaurie, cnen as 
he is? Now we know him in part, ſayth Paul, but 
then we ſhall know as we are knowne. 
| Groſlearethoſeold Heretiques, the Anthrops-| 
worphites,that gaue to God an humane forme,&c. | 
The Scriptures ( ſpeaking after our capacitie) | 
give vnto, him the parts ofman, as feere, hands, | 
face, &c. And whereas they alledge ſome appari- 
tions, and viſions which the Fathers had; as 4-| 
braham of three going to deftroy Sodome, as Lotof 
two,&c.I anſwere, that God appeared vnto them | 
aor in his nature, but in ſuch a forme as pleaſed | 
him, Many ſaw, Sed quod volunt as elegit, nou quod| 
natura formauit, What his will choſe,nort what his| 
nature formed. Men ſaw him when he would, in 
ſuch formes as he would, not in his'digine na- | 
rure, wherein he lay hid even then when he was 
ſeene. Sz 
Groſle likewiſe and ridiculous are our com- | 
mon conccits of God; Tgtiorant people ſuppole | 


—_ 


( 
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[EINE 


Palme, that the vngodly perſon, who runnes to 
all manner of cxccile, toyning with the theeke, 
and pattaking with the adulterer, and opening 
- | his mouth with the ſiandercr, thinkes God like 
| himſelfe:: and generally, our private thonghts 
rouching Godare not ſo holy, ſo reyerent, {o di- 
| utne,ſotall of reſpe&t as they oughtrto be. 

Therefore ifwe would ſeethe backe parts of the 
Lord, then we muſt pray to himto open the eyes 
of our mindes, to clecre rhem with the grace of 
vnderftanding, that we may {ce him now, not as 
| keis in hiscternall being, for that cannst be,but 
as he hath reucaled himſelfe mercitully and gra- 
* | ciouſly vnro vs in all his ſpirituall endowments of 
grace. This is the ſecond thing required in our 
ſcekjng the Lord, namely, to ſecke him not with 
theeye of fenſe or nature, but with the cye of 


be, 2 
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him to be a man in ſhape and paſhon like theme | 
| lues:; The Epicure, who thought there was no 
happineſle vader the Sunne, but incarnall plea- 
ſure, imagined God to be ofthe ſame ſcnſuall 
humour,and deemed that freedome from buſines | 
was his chicfeſt felicitie. And Dania ayth in the | 


_— OS ot = ———— 


Plal.50.18.21 


grace, cnlightened and clecred, 

Thirdly, we muſt ſecke God by his owne light 
and meanes: firſt, by the word in Precepts and 
Promiſes. This is aLanthorne to our feere, and a 
light to our pathes,by which God may be dilcer- 
ned; whom the darkneſle of the world cannot 
comprehend. We reade, that when God appea- 


which rent the mountaines,but the Lord was not in the 
F 2 wind. 
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red to Eliah, before him went a mightie ſtrong winde, | 1 King, 9,11 
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Thir dly, ſeeke 


God by his 
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after it «fire, but the Lord was in neither : bus then at | 
 laft of all camea frill and foft oite, and'in that the 


| ina viſible ſhape, leaſt they ſhonld ſtick too much 


|lowingrimes ſhould rruft eſpecially to the ſame 


| ning, namely, a voyce. The nature of man rather 


wind. After the wind came, came an earth-quake, and | 


Lordwas. And that was it which moſt affefted 
Eliahs heart; for, as the Story ſayth, When Eliah 
heard it; he coered his face with a mantell, and went 
out. 'Whereby the Lord would teach vs, that as 
1h the firſt delivery of the Law, the inftrumenr 
which God taught them by was a voice ( he pur- 
poſely forbearing to preſent himſelfe to their cies 


vpon outward ſhewes) fo they likewiſe in tok 


\meanes, which God (as it were) by his owne 
-mouthchath ſanAtified'vnto them at the begin- 


affe&tsrhatwhich offereth it felfe to the eye,then | 
the naked and bare inftrufion of the eare : and 
therefore all counterfeit Religions are full of 
beavtie, mages, ſigncs, and bodily repreſentati- 
ons, wherew/tth the world is bewitched. But the 
inſtrument that brings vs to the Lord is his owne 
word : the Lord though#ir fitter ro informe .20- 
ſes by the carc, then to give him his deſire in-pre- 
 ſentinghimſelfe to his eye: ſo he doth ſtill hold 
the ſame courſe, and hath ordained the fenfe of 
hearing, to be (as 1t were) the pipe, by which the 
| fauing knowledge of his will may be conveyed 
 downe into thehearr. | va 
 Andasforthoſe who wilt not be infiruted by 
hearing, they are ſonnes of wrath, paſtall hope of | 


Gods louing preſence; there isno courſe,though 
| "nl 


we 


| Arke ofthe Coucnant was called the face of God, 


| becauſe he was ſo ſpecially- preſent there,. the 
| 7ewes in their Praycrs muſt turne their faces.to- 


| truth ; reſorting roGods Temple, and there i6y- 
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'ner them.Letir admoniſh vs, if we deſire ro know 
God,to prepare our carcsto the meanes of know- 
ledge. Remember what Salomon hath ſaid, that 
it is but the ſacrifice of fooles, which al) thoſe per: 
forme, who come into the houſe of God, and are net 
weare, and readie to heare. Thus much ofthe word, 


ſort,or to conceiue the maieſtie of God, is inftruc- 
red more largely by che earc, then by outward 
and vifiblerepreſcntments. F ot 
'  Aſﬀecond meanes to ſeeke God are ſuch fignes 
of his preſence as he hath made choice of to re- 
| ueale his grace in. In the old teftament belceuers 
muſt ſeeke him in ſacrifices and ceremonies, and. 
therein-he gaue them gracions anſweres. The: 


_ 


and the ſeeking of ſpecial reftimony of his pre- 
ſence there, is called the ſeeking of his face. And 


wardsthe Arke, and towards /er«{alews. And: that 
the zewes might know where to finde God at all 


in mansreaſon neuer (o little; that is able to reco.. 


teaching vs,that a man defirous to know in ſome} 


| 


Eccl, 4 I 7. 


times, he told them that he would dwell in the 
SanRoary, and (it betweene the Cherubins: So 
in the new Teſtament, God hath appointed cer- 
caine {1gnes, as{0 many way-markes to finde him 
out; as the publique ſeruing of him in ſpirit and 


ning inholy worſhip with thereſt of his people, |. 
ts theway toſeeke him. The offcring vp of the 


Exod, 25, = 


facritices of prayer and praiſe, Callvpenme-in the | 


—— 
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Fourthly,ſeeke 
Godinthe | 
right way. 
Ter, 6.16, 
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day of trouble, and 1 will heare thee, and thou ſhalt 


| #ray/e me. The frequenting of the Sacraments, 


which repreſent thatto the eye, which che word 
doth to the eare : In all which he will be ſought, 
and out of theſe will not be found. God cannot 
be ſeene, or found, but by his owne light, and 
therefore he that muſt ſeeke him, muſt have the 
light of vnderftanding, The Lord looked downe to 
ſee if auy would onderſtand, and ſetke after God. 
Fourthly, as we muſt ſeeke God by his owne 
meanes ; ſo, in theright way, which 1s called, the 
old way, aud therefore the good way: We muſtnot 
ſeeke God that way we loſt him, for ſoitis likely | 
we ſhall neuer heare of him :butthere is another | 


| way, thougha ſtrairand backe way, which ſooge| 


bringsvsto him. The familic of 1acob,(thole (e- 
gentle ſoules) came downets Egyptthroughthe| 
land of the Philiftims, but after fortic yeares cir-| 


| cled about to Canaay, through the Arabian De= 


ſerr. Thethree Wiſemen tharworſhipped Chriſt 
were warncd by the Oracle, to goe into their 
Countrey another way. [mitate theſe Sages,thou 
loſt God by tranſgreſhon, ſeeke him not in that 
common beaten way, butby obedience, and hu- 
miltation: thou loſt God by adultery, ſeeke him 
by chaftitie; thou loſt him by the way of pride; 
hatred, wantonnefle, wrath, ryot, ſeeke him by 
the way of humilitie,loue,temperance, patience, 
ſobrietie : thou loſt God by the way of couetouſ 


. | neſſe, contention, ſvearing,prophaneneſſe,ſeeke 


him by the way of contentation, peace, honouz 
ring his name, holinefle of life : thou loſt him by 


the 


i 


Ltd "_ 7.. 


| owne Countrey. 


| 


will fone be found: So will God in youth, from 


life, ſo principally thou oweſt the prime part of 


| apteſt. 


ſhall be to looke towards thee ; I will beginne my 


morning ofthy life, forget not to ſeeke God by 
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loft him by the way of linne, ſo now ſer onto ſeek 
him by the way of repentance,an d reformation - 
 Areformed life is the new way,and beft way ; till 
thou ſet foote in it,thou art out of the right way, 
and foone ſhalt looſe thy way to God : enter into 
it, and bid farzwell ro thy ſinnes, that thou maiſt 
with a quicke diſpatch, wheele abour into thy 


the way of vaitte ſuperſtition, ſceke him by the 
{ way of Chriſtian Religion : to conclude, as thoy 


Fiftly, as we mult ſeeke God in the right way, 
ſo in Gods manner, and that is dinerſe ſorts of 
wayes. Firſt, Earely : This was the Prophets 
practiſe ; Early in the morning will I ſeeke thee. T hat 
1s, every morning, the beginning of my worke 


dutics in fairhfull inuocating thy helpe, and aid - 
And as ig the morning ofthe day, ſo alſo in the 


Repentance, faith, obedience, &c. This is the | 
thy youth. Awound lookttoart firſt when its freſk- 
eft is ſooneſt healed; A groatnewly dropt downe 
through the fingers, ifirbe preſently ſoughrafter 


wheace (asa friend) hc hagh lately departed, by 
reaſon of finne. Behold then, as cuery day of thy 


thy life tothis dutie,when thon art ftrongeſtand 


But many defette to ſecke the Lord, vntill the 


© Jaſtweeke of thieirlife,che laſtday ofthe weeke, 


© the 


DEST 


| Godin his 


chiefe ſeaſon: Remember thy Creator in the dyes of | Þcd. 14, 1, 


Fiftly, ſeeke 


ovne maner, 
I. Early, 


Pal, 63. 3, 
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| Pſal, 57. 9s 


I Sam. 15,12. 


| Gen, 2 1.14- 


Toh. 8. 2. 
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«the laſthoure of the day, the laſt minute of the 


= 


-|-© houre. Itisan excrbitant courſe, while the ſhip 


|<:rolie idle at Rode, carding, dicing, drinking, 
|< burning the feaſonable weather, and when the! 


|* vp ſaile fora voyage into farre Countries: and; 


|< and perfit vie of reaſon, though they cannortre= 


{* that with-holds them from ſeeking of Chriſt, 


|* at theirdeath,howſocuer they demeaned them- 


« is ſound, the tackling ſure, the Pilot well, the 
« ſailesſirong,the gale tauourable,the Sea calme, 


« ſhip leakes, the Pilot ſicke, the Mariners faint, 
© the tormes boylterous, and the Seaa turmoile 
© of outragious (urges, to launch forch, and hoyſe 


« yer ſuchis the skill ofeucning ſeekers, who in 
< themorning,of youth, and (oundnes of he:lch, 


< ſolueto weigh the Anchor, and cut the Cable | 


< nenertheles, they feed themſclnes with a ſtrong 
< perſwaſton, that when their wits are diftraQtcd, 
< their ſenſes aſtonicd,all the powers of the mind, 
* and parts of the body diſtempertd ;'then for- 
* ſooth, they thinke ſuddenly to become Saints 


« ſeluesas Deuils all their life. 
Let vsawake from finnewith Danzd carly, riſe 
with Samadlcarly, with 4brahamſend away Ha- 
gar early, with Chriſtand his Audience cometo: 
the Charch carly, ſecking the Lord with Mary 
Magdatenearly: Of this point more largly touch- 


1ngthe opportunity of ſceking,hercafter follow- 
ing. Secondly, Earncftly; As the. husbandman' 
for gold, ſiluer,and his earthly Commodities, fo 
we muſtſecke for this ſpirituall andeternall trea- 


ſure; che 2rmer ſeckeseagatly,and infantly,and 


ſo 
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fo muſt we. Ourdefire as iris to enioy, ſo it muſt 
be earneſtand fervent in the purſair; we ought to 
negle& no time, nor pretermit any the leaſt occa- 
ſion of finding. A loitering man that earcs not 
whether he worke or no,may gettor his idlenefſe | ,, | 
4 ſuir of ragges : and he that thinkes to gaine 
Gods graces with nothing adoe, may well goc 
withoutthem. There goes the ſtriving for maſte.. 
ries before the Crowne a painfull Gyeating race 
before the getting of the goale,and an induſtrious ; 
diligence ( notwithſtanding all ſerious thoughts 
ro this purpoſe ) before the obtaining of the 
Lords graccand fauour. | | 
Secke painefully, not careleſly, not ouerly, as | Luke x5. 
the woman for her groat;/cek as for ſuner,ſearch as | Pro. 2. 4. 
forgold.,The mint of goldlies not in the firſt ſpade 
ir lies deeper - ſearch with a deſireof finding; 
for its well if after all paines, we findear the laſt. 
| Thirdly, Sincerely, with a good and honeſt | Thirdly, $;n. 
heart. Qwodcor non facit, non ſit ; What the heart | <**ly. 
doth notis not done at all. Adams body being 
newly framed of the {lime of theearrh, lay liveles 
and brearhleſſe, vntill the breath of life was brea- 
thed into it; So the ation of ſecking God, with 
all the circumſtances and tearmes thereof, is no- 
thing worth in the ſight of God, vntill from the 
Altar of the heart, the fire of zeale, (inceritie, and 
integritie incenſe them. S. Peters hidden man of | 1 Per. z. 0, 
| the heart, S. Pauls obedience from the heart, Circunt: mw. 6, 7. 
 ciſion of the heart, ©. are acceptable to G OD. Devi. 10. 16 
T herefore in our ſeeking the Lord, ler our heart 


march along, that (0 we may ſerue him with the 
deſt 
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| Ter. 29. 13s, 


Pſal, 119,10. 


AR, 2, 


: [of heaucn (as it were ): with the mouth, bur the 
{heartis far from God. Iithy heart be nortſingle,; 


-|rhe old Pagan ſoarhlayersatany time miſled the 
| hcartinrheentraties of the Sacrifice, or if they 


|arfriends conſpired againſt him, and ſtabbed him 


bcſt member we haue. As Joſeph charged the Pa= 
triarches, nor to ſee his face, vnleſſe their brother 
Beniamin came with them + fo ſtandeth the Lord 
affeaed ro the heart: itthou wilt goe to the Lord 
gc With thy heart. Tee ſhall ſeeke and find me, ſaith 
God, becauſe yee ſhall ſeeke me with all your hearts. 
Thus did the Prophet Danzd ſecke the Lord,as he 
ceſtifieth in his owne words, with my whole heart 
doe 1 ſeeke thee. 

T his condemnes hypocriticall ſceking,which 
is deceitful] ; It ſhall neuer finde acceptance with 
God, nor ſee his lonely countenance. Itdrawes 
neareto God with the 1ips,and toucheth the creſt 


then Peterin the perſon of Simon Magn hath read 
thy doome. Thow haſt no part in true Repentance,| 
beeauſe thy heart is not right inthe ſight of God. If 


found it without panting and moouing, they 
were wonderſully appauled, and ftrongly feared 
that ſome danger would enſue. For they obſer=| 
ved, that in the ſacrifice of 74/izs, the heart was 
wanting: and immediately after, his moſt famili= 


inthe Capitol]. They likewiſe obſcrued in the 
ſacrifice of Pertin2x, how the heart lay ſtill with= 
out motion, whole death preſcntly#%ollowing, | 
the people lamented with this wailing acclama- 
tion, While Pertinax raigned we lived ſecurely, 
and feared none. In our Chriſtian ſacrifice of 


praycrs 


| - 0b: Buthow ſhall we comevnto Chriſt ? 


| 


; | The godly Mans Inquiſition, . 45 
prayersand repentance ,alas,the heart is wanting, 
or atleaſt not ſtirring, there 1s ſo little faith, feare, 
obedience, zeale, {inceritie among vs. What this 
heartleſſe ſeruing,ſeeking of Godimeancth,T can- 
not in particular divine. Iam no Prophet, nor 

the ſonne of a Prophet; yet ſure I am, ir portends 

no good. For preuention therefore of imminent | 
Iudgements,let vs ſecke the Lord heartily. giving . Heb. 10. 22. 

him thewhole and entire poſleſhion thereof, as 

himſclfe iuſtly cals for it ſaying, Twrze yee vntome | Hays is 

with all your heart. EE | 

Fourthly, ſecke God in his ſonne Chriſt, He is | Fowthly, in 
the onely Mediator that paſſeth berwixt God and | = "50h 

vs, without whom none can come vnto, and find | * 

his Fatker. He is onr 7acobs ladder, whoſe humas« 

nirie toucheth the carth,and his diuinitiereached | 


to heaven. He is that new and living way, through Heb-ro. 20, 
whom we hane acceſſe to the Father, He is the way,the | 5 Dy 
trath, and the life. 


Anſ: Thewayto him is faith; for, We walke | * ©*+ 5. 7: 
by faith, not by ſight. He that ſeckes God to finde 14,1, £ 
him muſt beleeue in him. We are a generation | 

of leckers, ofthem that ſceke the face of the God of  Flal..24. 
Jacob; Tf we follow faith as our guide we ſhalt | jo 
nevererrc: yet miſtake me not, I meane not 4 nx-| 
ked, ſolitary, imaginary fancic of faith ; this is 
preſumpti, not perſwaſion, but a ſauing,a ſanc- | 
tifying,a tuſtifying fairh-a faith working by loue. 
T his way ro Chriſt hath the approbation of the | .. -... - 
Spirit, rounding the faithfull in the eare, This & 16 ,0, »x, 
the way, walketn it, and long'agoe prophecying 
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| 


Ifa. 35.8, 


—_— 


Gal. 6. 16. 


2 Sam. 18.23. 


Fiftly ,Reſ0- 


\ Phil 3.11, 12, 


| of it: there (hall bea way, and the way (hall be called 


| ſpeaking to this purpole: It onely ſhewetk vs gni- 
| dance to God, in, and through Chriſt. 


| firipped the Egyptian ; and many make aſhort 


holy, the polluted ſhall not paſſe by it z Neither Lyon, 

nor Beare, nor any hurtfuil creature ſhall walke 1n 
it. Therefore whoſocuer wake according to this 
rule,peace be vpon them, and mercie, and vpon the Iſ- | 
rael of God. | 
This condemnes,the Papiſts that ſeeke Gods | 
tauour by other wayesthen the true flatue Chriſt, 
the Virgin Mary, and a number of their ownc 
Canonized Saints make a way for them, thus ſay 
they ; but Gods precious Oracle finds no tongue | 


T hisalſo condemnes the Solifidians(yeaNul- 
lifidians ) that runne well but quite beſide the 
marke. Ahimaas by running the neareſt way our-| 


cutto Chriſt, by ſory conceits as hore as flames: | 
butthe way to him(leading through the intricate | 
Mazes of this our Pilgrimage) is a ſound guiding 
faith : Make this thy rode, and then (though nor 
{0 ſoone as thou wouldefi ) thou ſhalt ſee God in 
his brightneſſe of Joue and mercie. 

Fiftly, Relolutely ; Reſolution is neceffary to 
this point. The Souldicrs reſoJution is the bat- | 
tel]: the Sowers reſolution is his plowing, and| 
{owing : the Schollers reſolution is his ſtudies: | 
 Andall ourreſolution ought to be oe godly rc=| 
folution to ſeekethe Lord. Let the dead bury the | 
dead, I will follow hard towards the marke of the high 
calling. I will ſceke God. Agrippaalmoſt perſwaded 


tobea Chriſtian, was altogether no Chriſtian :| 


| vnler-} 


Pn EE 
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not leaden heeles, but faint and dead hearts thar 
makes vs ſtagger, and vntill the fire of determina- 
tion, together with the hot coales of ſtedfail re- 
ſolution enflame vs ou our Inquiſirion, 
we ſhall notenioy the promiled Caraas, that land 
of fruitfulnes, where God 1s perpetually reſidenr. 


keepe Gods righteous indgements ;, {0 let his caſe be 
ours, that we may with fl purpofe bend our 
ſelues in Repentance to ſcekethe Lord, whatloe- 
ver other occaſtons and matters may caſually fall 
1n our way. | 
- Sixtly, DireRly ; Beware of blind lanes, and 
circuiting perambulations: crooked wayes and 
crooked feete will caſt backward. Peter was fhent 
for walking with a wry foote to the Goſpel]. 
T hereforetake heed to thy feer,and make firuight 
| pathzs wnto them. T he way to heauen is both ſtraite 

and ſtraight, like the /freete i» Damaſcus, which 
was called the ftraight ſireete. Herhat goes about 
to ſecke God, muſt goe as Paul to Coos, with a 
ftraight courſe, therefore as thou. art carefall to 
feton, ſo beas diligent to ſerout intheright and | 
dire& paſſages; lcaue by-wayes and wrie-wayes | 
to nofturngll walkers, perambulattans and cir-} 
cuitions to Sathan, that infernall Peripatetike. | 
Such as will obtaine Gods mercic, and finde his | 
tokens of grace, muſt neither turne to the right 


vnſettedneſſe isthe breake-necke of many Chri- 
ſian courſes, when there is a purpoſe, and then 
no purpoſe, a willand no will to ſecke God. Tris 


i. 7, 


Therefore as Dauid ſwore and ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to | Phal, 119, 


Sietly, Di- 
reQtly, 


Gal. 2, 


Eccl. 5.1. 
Heb, 12. 12. 


AQ.g., 


A&. al, i, 


hand of ſelfe-pleaſing (ingularicie, nor to the cft | Demt-5.32,3 7 


G 3 _hand| 


tm... te 


[. 


Seucnthly , 
Conſtantly. 
Math. 24 13+ 


Reeu, 2, 10, 
And 2. 26, 


Pfal. 78. 57. 
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hand of vulgar impletie : bur walke in the true 
profeſſion of the Catholique faith, and in an:hoz 


Heb.6.5, 
G Pet.2.2 I;23 


Mar. 9, M20 


Gal, 6.9, 


| forſake the Goſpell, which once he profeſſed,and 


|the yong man to baue beene trayned vp in the 


neſt vocation, warranted by Gods word. , 
Scucnthly, Conſtantly ; Continue ſecking. He 
that continnes to the end ſhall be ſaued. Gods grace 
is worth all our ſeeking, though we ſhould tecke 
itathouſand eereihs not ouer tillit be found, 
Be watchfull to the end and thou (halt hane the crowne | 
of life, and he that keepeth my workes to the end, to 
him will I gzue power oger nations. What a ſhame 1s 
itthen torecoileand falloff from ſecking, bend- 
ing backe ike a broken Boy ; to begin inthe ſpirit 
andend in the fleſh? Whara ſhamets irafterthou 
haſt fed on Angcls food, to luſt after the Onions 
and Garlicke of Egypt? After thou haſt eſcaped 


|rhefilthineſſe of the world, taſted of the good || 


Word of God, and ofthe ioyes to come,to trne 
returne to his vomit ? What did it profit Demas to.| 
to turne worldling, which dearely he loned? Or 


keeping of the law, and aftcrward to depart from 
Chriſt for the loue he had to his poſſeſhons? and 
what good ſhall we reape in ſceking, repenting, 
praying, humbling, hearing, &c. it we faintand 
giue out before we obtaine the thirg ſought? 

Ltke as he rhatrunneth in arace,vnleſſe he hold 


and after to looke backe : So they ſhall neuer 


from the holy Commanidement, and with the dogge to| 


out to-the goale, obtaineth nor the price, and | 
therefore fayth Paul, 1 have finiſhed my conrſe, asit | 
- | auailed not Zots wifeto have gone out of Sodome, 


- 


EE RE en come| 


ſceke nor atall, or the contrary. 


ſtancie in ſearchingthe Lord, and herepnto ler vs 
| conſider motiues, and meanes. 


Lord, to ſerue him in righteouſnefſe and holines 
all our dayes. 2. Righteouſnefle departed from 
1s vaine and forgotten. All labour, prayers,repen- 
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come to the Lord,that lagger by the way,thar are 
wearie ofthe dutie vndertaken, and runne them- 
{clues out of breath, betore they come to the end 
of their race. And if ſuch as ſecke, but before the 
end give out, ſhall notfinde, what then ſhall bez 
come of our wicked prophane wretches thar ne- 
uer ſecke ar all ? Whar ſhall become of them thar 
ſzeke onely vanities? Whicldflie nor, but ſecke 
the corruption which is in the world, that care 
for nothing but backe and belly ? If God reie&t 
the righteouſnes and will of the Iewes, what hope 
| canſt thou haue which neucr thinkeſt of God, bur 
to blaſpheme him ? Which delighteſt onely to 
wallow in abhominable {inncs? I muſt tell thee 
that tenne thouſand thy betters are in hell, e- 
ven ſuch which haueraprt hard at heaucn gates, 
which have beſtowed many houres in prayers, 
much money on the poore, &c, If ſuch as ſecke, 


miſſe, for ſeekingamiſſe, much more thoſe thar 


"This may aduiſevs to renue our [frength as the 
Eagle, to waite on the Lord, torunne and not be weary, 
to walke and not faint. Trees of the Lords planting 
continue their fruits indeficiently, neither doe 


Pal. II2,6, 


theirleaues drop off. Letvs be provoked to con- 


x. Motines. 
1. Theend of Redemption 1s:to follow the 


L 


tance, 
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Rom, 2, 7, 


Luk. 22.28. 


lob. 6, 40, 


Nallam violen- 
tum perpriunm. 


x Cor, 10.13. 


ſr CER 


tt 


| Galathians ſuftered many things in vaine. 3.T hou] 
comes. The queſtion ſhall not be, what thou waſt 
| 4. Perſeuerance at length brings home the pro-: 


| fit, it knits vs indiflelublie ro the Lord, and puts 
vpon our heads the Crowne of glorie. Glory and} 


| on, as hearing, reading, praying, receiuing of the 


| hot-ſpurred natures will not hold long, 7. Be e- 
ver warie, and circumſpe& ro walke on by feare, 


tance, obedience, yea, all ſufferin gs are loſt,asthe. 
ſhale be indged as thou art found when the Lord 


once, but whatthou art, not how thou began to 
ſecke, but. how thou continuedſt in Secking. 


Immorrtalitie isthe part onely of ſuch 2s by conti- 

nuance in well doing ſeeke God. And our Sauiour 

isexpreſlc,to you which haue continued with me hane 

[ appointed a king dome. | 
2. Meanes. 

1, Getaninfallible teſtimony of Gods fauour, 
ariſing from the wiſe application of Gods promi- 
ſes, and the ſure witneſſe of his Spirit, 2. That 
thy ſelfe purified, make conſcience to repent of 
ſinne, and reſpe& all Gods Commandements. 
3. Continue the vie of the meanes of p:eſeruati- 


- 


Sacraments, &C. 4. Ioyne thy ſelfe with ſuch as 
daily (ccke the Lord. 5. Labourto know the ne- 
ceſlary vie and worth of the Lords preſence, that 
ſothou maiſt confeſle and profeſſe his goodneſle 
amid humarous opinions and ſtrange oppoliti- 
ons. 6. Benot too hote atid oner-haſtie ar firſt, 
but mecke, traQtable, ſociable,for boyſtcrous,and 


alwayes doubtingthine owne weakneſle, and ſuf- 
peRing thy ftrength. Let him that flandeth take 


heede | 
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heede leaſt he fall. Thus ofour direQion in ſeeking 
the Lord. 

thile he may be found |There is a time(ir ſeemes) 
when God will be found of his ſeruants that ſeeke 
him: It is his owne 7 2g , and he will not 


hope of the afflitted ſhall not periſh for euer. It makes 
God yearne within himſelfe to (ce the godly ſeck 
him in diſtreſſe, and himlſelfe to with-hold 
preſence from them. Theretore the firſt time 
wherein God will be found,is the godly mans exi- 
gents, and extremitie : i/hen thow art in tribulation 
laith Moſes, andall theſe things are come vpon thee, 
at the length if thou ſeeke the Lord, he will not forſake 
thee. Danid called our of the deepe, and God 
heard him. Moſes cryed at the red Sea, and then 
God was found, Abraham: three dayes after the 
Commandement, found God on the Mount. And 
aſter three dayes when the caſe was hopeleſſe, 
and the Diſciples faith a little pretudiced, Chriſt 
roſe againe. 

Secondly, another time of finding God, is the 
time of preaching Gods pure word, by it God 
knockesat the doore of our hearts, and deſires 
entrance;By ithe ſo reucales himſelte tothe con= 
gregation, that they may ſpiritually by the illu- 
minated eycof the minde,behold him preſent af- 
ter an admirable ſort among them, The time of 
preaching the Goſpell in Scripture is called the 
Day of viſitation. 

Thirdly, another time of finding, is when we 
haue vſcd all godly exerciſes, & heauenly meanes 


gain-ſay it, The poore ſhall not alway be forgotten, the © 


his | 


Reu, 3.20, 


in 


Pfal, g. 18. 


Times to find 
God, | 


r, 


Dent,4-29, T1 


| 


— = — ” hw. 
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| 


Vje 1. 


| 


Pal. FI.1I7» 


| Eſay, 65, 


9 _ 
—— 


inſecking: for to (it ſtill and doe nothing is to 


cagar]y, dire@ly, refolarely, continwally, then he 


| afflited, and diſtrefled in Conſcience : their ſor- 
rowes may ſceme ſo much to haue ſouced them, | 


E 


wantthe price. The Spoulc in the Canticleswan= 
ted her beloued, when ſhee would not follow af-| 
terhim, butJay ſlugging on her bed. And when 
we are likeſtanding Ponds, conered with greene 
and filthie ſtuffe of idleneſle, we are aliens from. 
God. But when we fall to enquiring after him a= 
mong the watchmen in the darke of the night, 
through dangerous ſtreets, with a good heart, 


comesto vs, thrufts in his hand by the hole of the 
doore, calls vpon vs, and brings with him ſuch: 
gracious gifts, as are worthic our paines and in- 
duſtrie, | 

This may teach vs to cenſure charitably ofthe 


and they are ſo ſauced with the bitterneſle of in- 
ward terrours, that to thy thinking God hath vt- 
terly forfakenthem. But I ſay learne to be wiſe, 
and decciue not thy ſelfe. 1. T here isatime wher- 
in God will be fauourable vnto them, wipe away 
theirteares, and end their ſorrowes, which is beſt 
knowne tothe Lord, perhaps it ſhall not be theſe 
many yeares, or moncths : but ſure it ſhall come, 
and God will be preſent. 2. God loves an hum- 
bled ſpirit, yea, it is ſucha thingthat like an A- 
damantitdrawes him thither where it.is. 3. God 


good time, he hath made his promiſe to them to 
be their coner from the raine, and 4 wall of defence 


1sthe God of the afflited,to gine themcale in his | 


"ow the ſlorme and tempeſt. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, conſider what may befall thy (elfe,their 
caſe may be thine,” God 1s able to burthen thee 
|with the like griefes, and agonles, and therefore 
deale lovingly, wifely, and charitablie with 
nem. --. 

Secondly, Is there a time when God will be 
found ; then ler no good and honeſt heart be dif: 
maied, though God be not preſent when ir vſeth 
meanes : ler it not obicA againſt God and fay, 


wayes thereat firſt call, neither will he grant ( of- 
tentimes ) the requeſts of his people vpon two or 
three petitions, or many prayers, and it may be 
for their further good and profit. 

7. The Lord hereby will try their faith, and 
patience : 7ob was tryed to the vttermoſt, before 
he found God taking his part, and ſo became an 
example of patience. | 

2. They may hereby {ce the weightie Talent 
of their ſinnes, that hath preſſed them downe fo 
farre from Gods face. It the Lord ſhould but 
lightly rouch vs, we ſhould butſleighc our fins. 

3. Theirdeſire muſt be the more earneſt as his 
abſence is the more painfull ; when the Spouſe 
had ſought Chriſt here and there, and could no 
where finde him,at length finding him ſhee tooke 


faſt hold on him, and would not let him goe. 
thing they ſecke for,God will keepe it away fora | 
time from them, that they may value itaccording 
to a fairhfull eſteeme : and be more earneſt, and 
often in praying, and labour. 
| H 2 | 5. Or 


4. Their prayer and paines is not worth the | 


Vie 2. 


IWhy hideſt thou thy ſelfe, O Lord? For he is not al- | 7% 10.1, 
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06: 


Arſe 
AR. IO, 


Reu, 21» 


Toh. I 2. 26, 


Toh. I7. 24« 
{ 


| Ioh, I 4.2. 2, 


4 


( 


5. Orit may be,all this while God is abſent be- | 


cauſe they haue not ſought him according to his 
will, or his Word, as Zebedees lonnes, they asked 
they knew not what - or after ſuch a ſort, or 1n 


ſuch a thing as he will not be found in, as Paul | 
| ſought God to remoue away the pricke of the 


fleſh, yet God would not be found in that ;burin 


the ſupply of ſufficient grace was he found. | 
But forall this that I haue ſaid; God will be} 


found of ſuch as ſecke him in feare and awe, and 
aftcr a good and godly manner. 
0b: ButI am vnworthie to finde God, who. 


haue prouoked his wrath like an vnkind wretch, 
and that every day. 


Anſ: Eſteeme not lefle ofthy (elfe then God e- 


ſteemerh ofthee, in every nation he that feareth hins 
# found of him. Fic keepeth open houfe- his hea- 
uenly Palace hath three gates in the Eaft,three in 
the Weſt, three in the North, three in the South, 
that the glory of Tewes & GentiJcs may come in ; 
Herthinketh nor his owne preſence too good for 
vs : but where he # there ſhall his ſeruants be. This 


| was his promiſe , becauſe it was his pleaſure. 
| Therefore Chriſt faith to hisFather. Fqgher 7 will 


that thoſe whom thou haſt giuen me be with me, that 
they may ſee that glory which thos haſt ginvenme.With 
this hope he comforted his Diſciples ; 1» zy Fa- 
thers houſe are many manſions, 1 goe to prepare a place 
for you, andif I goe toprepare a place for you, 1 will 


| core againe and receiue you unto me, that where 1am 


there may yee alſo be. 


| 
Secke God while he may be found | Another thing 
worthie| 


EIS -- 
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worthic obſeruatidn, is the opportunitie of ſeek- 
ing,ſo as God may be found, and thar 15 the pre- 
[ ſent time 3 Hence carne againe, that the moſt [eq 
ſenable ſeaſon to ſeeke God is the preſent ſeaſon. 
| There i 4 time for each thing under the Sunne, laith 
Salomon, bur for this dutic, notime ſo conucnient 
as the very inſtant. In worldly buſineſle delibe- 
ration is very neceſſary, & itis held a great point 
of policie to deliberate long before a man deter- 
mineany thing : but in this caſe it 1s dangerous 
eo ſtand ro deliberate. 

x. Becauſe to deferre is vaine and fond pre- 
ſamption. I neede not yet ſeeke God ſayth the 
yongltcr, nor repent, nor pray, nor doe well, &c. 
k is not good to be religions too ſoone, for feare 
| yong Saints proue old-Deuils:when I am growne 
old then I will bethinke my (elfe of this matter. 


morrow, crying out with Dowitians Crow, Cras, 
cras, to morrow, to morrow, when as he knoweth 
not what the morrow maybring forth, Converſion, 


Vpon this in-bred: preſumption he is all for to | 


his owne perſon, perſwading them not to deferre 
this good worke. How long, ſaith he, ſhall T ſay: 


Why dolI not now make an end of this filthines? 
{ Yea, the very Heathen Poets haue condemned 
this procraſtination, and would have mento lay | 
hold on the preſenttime. It was good counſell 
= , os 
which good Eleazar gaue his Diſciples; Be ſure 

yee repent one day before death. When replie was 
W.-.. 


or Confuſion. Azgu/tine in that excellentBooke | OR 
of his Confeſſions, ſpeaketh to all yong men in Lam cras, 


C45, quare non | 
modo, narencns: 


| hac hora fints 
t5 morrow to morrow ? Why doe I not now? | »1pirdins 


' ee. 

| Du1nonef} bo- 
die, C148 minus | 
aptus erit. 

Sera ntm1ns vitu 
p craftina,yue| 

hodie, exc, 

| Ouid. Mart.. 

P er f : ; 


D oft: 
Thepreſent 
time is Gods 


time, 


Eeclef. 3, 
T2 yuy, 


Reaſon 1. 


Delay is vaine- 
and preſump- 
tuous, 
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made,rhe day ofdeath is vncerfaime, therefore he| 


D: Hul!s Ser- 
mon at the 
Croſle, Oc- 
tob. 18, 1612, 


Tob. 21.13. 
And 2 4+ 2 4+ 


Rom. 11. 33. 


Math, 6, 


faid repent this day leaſt to morrow yee die.Thus 
ſtands our caſe. A poore traueller by chance ſlips 


| not fooliſh preſumprion to deferre Repentance 
1 


| vpon hope of long life, depending on fo doybt» 


| Therefore addenorone evill day vnto another. 


© intoa pit, and in his fall catches hold of one 
© twigge. The pit is deepe, and in the bottome 
© full of cruell Serpents. While there he hangeth 
* by that poore twlg, anon comes an hunger-bit- 
© ten beaſt, which byting,and browzing on other 
© bonghes,is each moment ready to crop off that 
* twig: Now in what a wofull plight is this dis 
* ſtreſſed creature. This traueller is man, the ſlen- 
* dertwig is fraile life, this pits hell, thoſe Ser- 
, ns ends, and wormes of Conſcience, the 
© hunger-bitten beaſt is death + Say now were it 


full condition? Many yong men are taken away 
on the ſudden, before cuer they looke, or prepare 
for death. They ſpend their dates in wealth and ſud- 
denly they goe downe to the graue, and are cropt off as 
an eare of Corne. Have we not examples cuery day 
almoſt of ſome that goe well to bed ar night,and 
are found dead in the morning? And of others' 
| that drop downe by the high wayſide, and dic in 
the field ? We may not take vpon vs to determine 
peremptorily of ſuch, becauſe the indoements 
God are vyſearchable, and his wayes paſt finding out. 


Sufficient for the day is the euill thereof : yeſterday, 
to day,to morrow,time paſt,preſent,and ro come, 
that 1s, all the dayes of ourlife are two xn 
dayes of ſorrow. | 


EY Delay 
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2. Delay is danderous: breeds ſccond nature, 


filthie ſtill. And when the ſoule is Invredto an e- 
vill habir, it is hardly capable of better impreſſi= 
'0ns and vertuous dilpolitions.C az the Black-moore 
ehanoe his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots? So hard it is 


and cuſtome of euill, whereon God vſually layeth | 4 
a fearefull comminarion 3 Let hins that is filthie be 


When {inne pleads preſcription,and Sathan poſ:- 
feflion, the Soule of the Combatant ſhall inde 


fleepewith himinthe «nft. | 

3. Deferred ſeeking is diſmal] and dilaſterous, 
Hethat neglects to day ſhall haye no time to mor- 
row,but ſhall for his negligence purchale an eter- 
nitie ofdiſpleaſure. The rich man, Zek. 12. pro- 
miſed himlſelfe many dayes of pleaſure ; But thou 
fools (faith the Text) his night ſhall they fetch away 
thy ſoule. And many a man feeds his conceit with 


ſpread his wings of Repentance in therwi-light; 
but that is not Gods houre, and therefore his 


for them to doe well who bane learned to aveenill. The 

Iſraelites longacquainted with Egyprian bondage, 
were loath to leave it ; but the hurt was their | 
' owne,& their loſle had beene greater ifthe Lord | 
had not redeemed them with a ſtrong arme. 


'enough to doeto berid of it; for, his bones were | 
filled with the ſuunes of his youth, and now they will 


an Evening Conuerſion, and with the Backe, to 


Iob, a9, Il, 


Reaſon 3. 
Tt is diſaſte.. 
rous, 

Ren. 10,6, 


Luk, I'3. Ig, 


Pe CET 


head and heart may ake with crying, but ſhall not 
be the berter, for he ſhall end his dayes in woe - 
this is an approved truth,Z/a» ſought the bleſſing 


| was no place for Repentance. The fine fooliſh Vir- 
- gins 


in vaine, though he ſought it with teares, when there 


hs 


Heb. r 2+ I7, 
Math. 25, 
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Prou, 1,28, 


Reaſon 4. 
The precepts 
and examples 
of others may 
mouets this 
dutic. ' 

Toh. 12.35. 

And 9. 4. 


'gins comming too late, when the Bridegroome 
was entred,and the doore ſhut, had a fearctull and 


finall repulſe, 7 know yee not; When I called, yee 
anſwered not ; when I ſaid, Retwrne to me yee ſonnes 
of 4 dams, yee would not returne: therefore when you 
ſhall callvpon me 1 will not anſwere , when you ſeeke| 
we early 1 will not be foundg3c. Oh, therefore let 
vs not waſt away that little light of time left vs, in 
gaming, ryottng, reuelling, drinking, dauncing,| 
dallying, [waggering, wearing, &c. but take pre-} 
ſent hold on it fo friendly ſmyling ; for, as Chriſt 
ſayd of 19hn Baptiſt, This is Eliah, if yee will receiue 
hins; So,1 ſay, This is the time of our repentance, | 
even this houre, this minute,this moment. 

4. Forthe performance ofthis ſpeed-requiring 
dutie, we neither want ſufficient Preceprs, nor eX-! 
amples of others. Firſt, we have many incite- 
ments and precepts. x. Of Chriſt. Valke in thel 
light while yee hane the light, for the night commeth| 
when no man can worke. Jeruſalem, Teruſalemwould 
to God that in this thy day, exc. 2. Of Gods Chil= 
dren, whoall are ſo nearely conioyned in vrging 
the preſent opportunitie, that they need nor be 
rehearſed, counſelling vs in generall to buy the 
truth, but not to ſell it, to redeeme the time,to gird vp 
our loines, &6c. Secondly, we haue ftore of exam= 
ples vnto this dutie,as r. of Chriſt, who likea Gy-' 
ant ran his race, and as the Sunne in the firma= 
ment he went about preaching the word, doing good, 
and healing all diſeaſes among thepeople. He gave his 
eyes no ſleepe, his eye-lids no ſlumber, nor the 
temples of his head any reſt, vntill his Father 


CY OI Oe II 


i. 


gaue 


bh Ant I AY 


| conſidered my wayes, and turned my feete vnto thy tez 
| ſtimonies, I made haſte, and delayednot the time, 6. 
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gaue him his Quietus oft: Sit thou on my right hand. 
2. Ofthe Angels, who attend rhe Lord, and doe 
his heaſtsand his will at the firſt command with 
ſpeed, they make nodeclayes, but when the Lords 
leaſure is to doc his meſſage they runne. 3. Of 
holy and godly men, to whom as ſoone as the 
Lord ſayth, Secke my face, they forthwith addreſſe 
themſelues to ir, and ſhape this anſwere, Thy face 
Lord will we ſecke. Zachens being bidden to come | =uk 15-6. 
downe from the tree, came downe 45 jo receined 
Chriſt ioyfully. When God charged 7acob to re. 
turne into the land of his Fathers, and to his kin- 
dred, ke protracted no time, but informing Ra- 
hell and Lea of the necefſirie of his voyage, he ſud- 
denly departed, without raking his leaue of Zg- 
ban; and the prophet Dauid ſayth of himſelfe, ] 


Gen. ; x, 


Dial, r 19, 60, 


Againe, weare taught from the vnrcaſonable 
creatures, to obſerue our time, The Storke knoweth | te.8, 8. 
her appointed time, the ſwallow her ſeaſon. Why | 
ſhould we that are endowed with reaſon negle& | 
the gracious time, why ſtand weidle, or ſit we gap. | Math. 20. 
ing one on another ? Let vs put on zhe ſhoves of the | PER 
preparation of the Go pell on our feete,and let vs take | | DT 
the ſtaues of trauellers in our hands, that ſo we | 
may make haſtto him,who will crowne our righ- 
teouſneiſe imputed by Chriſt, with glory and im- 
mortalirie. 

This Dodrine makesagainſt all ſuch as hauc a FF x. 
iuſt opportunitie of Repenrance, and yet drive it 


off. Some are viſited with the weightie hand of | 


God, 
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| their Conſciences with this ſo good a dutie, and 


bling in rheiroutzcafted dung. Others vnderthe 


ſtroyed,they will ſeeme to reformeall wharſoeuer 
hath beene done amiſſe ; but like ſtubborne and 


frame fuch an opponent and times-encmie this 


| gerto goeto the Alehouſe? Or for the Whore- 
' maſter to leave his whoredome, when he hath no | 


a 
'S 5 
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God, through {1ckneſle, infirmities, loſles, &c. 
One would thinkethis time would wholly preſſe 


vrge a perfeuerance of humiliation, but yet be- 
hold, no ſooner is Gods hand rcmoued from: 
them, bur likc Horſes well fatred, and pampered, 
they kicke agamſt their maiſter, and fall to tum» 


paincfull Miniery, and while the zeale thereof 
{ecmesto touch them, areall on the ſpurre, they 
will cry, and take on as if they were viterly dez 


deccitfall ſeruants, (that ſtand (ilent and mute be- 
fore their maſters)they willlaugh,and ſpend time 
idlie, and laſciuiouſly, when they arc departcd 
from it:they forgetthe word, yea,themſclues,and 
ſo-with the dogge they returne ts their wonted vo- 
»:it, Others are in ſtrength of bodic and ſound- 
neſſe of the members, and they need not returne 
to God till they waxe wan,and weake,and feeble: 
and then (they ſay ) is their time, Bur ler me 


anſwerc ; |fthou doeſt not forſake thy ſinnes,and 
rarne to God till thou be weake and feeble, then 
thy ſinnes will forſakethee, and not thou them; 
Whartthankes is it for a drunkard to give ourr 
his drunkennnefle, when he is not able any lon- 


ſtrength for the performance, and execution of 


| 


| his fiſthie defire ? A man ſhould willingly part 
| : with 


\ 
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medie. Secondly, the time of weakneſle, dotage, 
&c.is not Gods appointed opportunitie:Ifa man 
would then he cannor ſoundly rurne to God, for 


with his finnes cucn while he is able to commit | 
them, and not by conſtraint when there is no re- | 


all cheparts of bodice, and powers of ſoule will | 
looſe their vertue, and neither part nor power | 
can performe their office. The brawne of the Eccleſ. c2, 


armesthey fall away; the keepers of the houſe, 


ble; the ſtrong men, that is,the legges that ſhould 
carry the badie, doe bow themſelues, and waxe 
faint,the cycs that looke out at the windowes are 
darke,and obſcure,the Grinders,that is,the teeth, 
fallout of the head : the doores of rhe lips are 
ſhut, the iawes fallen, andthe daughters of ling- 
ing, thatis,the eares arcabaſed, being vnable any 
longer to hearethe ſound of Mulicke: the me. 
morie is dulled, the vnderftanding darkned, &c. 
And further leaſta man ſhould thinke the time of 
dotage, and of weakneſle the moſt conuenient 
timeto ſeeke the Lord, Salomon brings in thatde- 

crepit age, deafe, blind, lame, halt, ſhort winded, 

full of aches in his bones, cramps in his ONES, 


'and ſundry diſcaſesin hisbodie, trembling on a 


ſtaffe, with ſhaking lips, and almoſt robbed of all | 
ſenſes zas ifhe might ſay, Now lookg,and tell me 
whether this weaketime, this feeble age, be the | 
acceptable time and day of conuerſton ? When 
this age oppreſled Brz#llai, then could he ſay, 


Iz his 


tt. 


that is, the hands which defend the bodie trem- | 


Can 1difcerne betweene good and emill ? Haue I any »Sam.1g, 35, 
[taſte in that 1 eate or drinke,&v. He confelicd that | | 
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his weaknefle was ſo great, that both bodic and | 
mind were diſabled from attending on the King, 
much more from attending this worke of grace. 
Others alſo arercadieto plead the mercifulneſle 
of God, to glue toleration ro preſumptugus pro= 
craſtination : Oh,God is merciful], hereupon the 

yong man is looſe, the drunkard ryotous,the rich 
| man crueil, the {wearer blaſphemous, the adulte- 
rervicious,and cach man adulrerate and beaſtiall 
in his kinde;Burt ler ſuch bold flinder-mice know 
withall, that God is as ſpeedic in iuſticc to puniſh 
the evill and vngodly men, as he is full of mercic 
for the vie and reward of his owne dearclings. 
T he hope of the wicked is hopeleſle, the Lord 
Pal, 18.26. | hath ſaid it, he will viſit their iniquities, and laugh 
Prou-1:23 34: | af their deſtruction; and they ſhall finde that true: 
(forall their preſumptions) which the Apoſtle 
Heb. 10.22. | FClateth, viz. thatz7 w afearefull thing to fall into the 
And 13.29. | hands of God, who i a conſuming fire. The mercie of 
Rom: 2+4* | Godſhould lead mentorepentance, and make prepara: 
tion for the day of grace. Others are forward to ex- 
cuſe their delay. I pray you, did not the theefe on 
the Crofle ſcekethe Lord by Repentance at the 
laſt houre of his life, and found him to his com- 
fort? I grantits truc, but it followes not thereon 
that every one ſo ſccking ſhall partake of G ops 
fauour. Thjs example was extraordinary,and gi= 
ven of God, that ſinners ſhould nor preſume, and 
that true penitentiaries ſhould not deſpaire. Tr is 
folly and great madneſle to deferre vnrill the laſt, 
in regard ofthis one patterne and example, it bez 
ing left without precept. Fie on this {laggering 
| and | 


navy. Vis; 
Ng, 
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Meteors 1n the aire, caſt beyond the Moone, and 


and ttaggering of Chriſtians, who gape after| 


arc doubrfull, when they hazard nothing but vas | 


murmure at preſent conuerlion, and ſay with the 
Diſciples, T his is an hard ſaying, who can beare it ? 
' Orelſe they ſecke to ſhiftiroffas they did, who 
were called on to re-edifie the Temple, and an-= 
ſwercd, [t is not yet time to build, @c. 

Secondly, this DoQtrine may likewiſe (erue for 
Inftruction ; God biddeth, and it 15 our dutie to 


ſtaying behind, it will ſlip away, and we ſhall not 
be able to catch hold of it. Now the Lord will be 
fougd, but anon he is gone, and will abſent him- 
ſelfe,as the Prophet tells vs, They ſhall goe with their 
[beepe and their Bullockes to ſeeke the Lord, but they 
[ball not find him, for he hath with-drawne himſclfe 
{from them, Oh, therefore when God putteth any 
go00d motion into our hearts of ſecking, ler vs 
forthwith addreſſe our ſelues vnto it, as Abrahams 
ſeruant that was ſent to provide a wife for his ſon 
I{aac, when he had had good ſuccefle, and well 
effected the buſineſſe which he came for, haſted 
home to his Maſter : And when Rebeccaes friends 
requeſted him to ſtay ten dayes, becaule they were 
loath to part with heron the ſodaino, he would 
not yeeld at any hand : No,hinder me not, faith ke, 
| feeing the Lord hath proſpered my iourney,, but [end 
me away that I may goe tomy Maſter: $o*[hould.we' 
ſuffer nothing atall to hinder vs, but euen. make 
haſttoturne to the Lord vpon the firſt motion. 


nitic, which would hazard their ſoules. T hey 


Toh, 6, 


Hag. | 9. 


hold opportunitie by the fore-locke, by alittle| 


Vſe 2. 
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Hol, ML 6, T, 
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Eſay. 8, 


Math. 8. 


| beautie, arid for ſfack-cloath we ſhall be decked 
with garttietrs of gladnefle ; then ſhall heauen 


"The yedly Mans Inquiſition. 


Thete is a good laying to this purpoſe in the; 
booke of Eccleſtaſlicns, Make mo tarrying to ſeeke 
the Lord, and put not off from day to day, for ſodain!y 
ſhall the wrath of the Loyd breake forth, andin thy ſe- 
curitie thou ſhalt be deftroyed. 


0b: But it will be ſaid, aft makes waſt, faire and 
ſoftly goe farre, ſoft fire makes ſweet Malt, The haſtic 


man neuer wanted woe. 


1 


_ An{: All theſe betrue, and good often in tem- 
porall affaires, yea, and ſometimes alſo in buſi- 
neſſes touching the ſoule; Let not him that belee- 
veth make haſtez be not too credulous of eyer 
thing without triall. But1n this caſe of (ceking 
the Lord, theſe Prouerbes hold not truc,we haue 
no larger bounds then the preſent, the inſtanr,the 
moment. If we ſlacke our zeale never ſo little, e- 
very baite of drunkenneſle, obic& of couerou(- 
neſſe, preſented glance of wanitonneſle, will offer 
it ſclfe asa temptation, to alter, or at leaſt, ro hin- 
derour intended Converſion. And albeit, they 
ſay as the Denils ſaid to Chriſt,//hy tormenteſft thou 
vs before the time ? Yet brethren, the timeis alrea- 
die come, and now is, wherein God conuerſeth 
with vs moſt graciouſly by his Spirit, and moſt 
familiatly by his word, let vs therefore gather 
"Manna early'in the morning before the Sunne 
melt it away, and let vs walke in the light while 
we have it, then ſhall ourdarkenefſe be turned in- 
to light, 6urſorrow into toy, our baldneſſe into 
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landearth, Angels and men, andall creatures'elſe 
clap their hands for ioy of our Conuerfion, all 
mecting in this cloze, Prayſed be the Lord, 
(who hath fuch pleaſure in his ſer= 
wants) that he will be found 
of them to their 
Saluation, 


AMEN. 
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